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ACCLAIMED CANADIAN POET 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Poet Lorna Crozier, visited Redeemer 
on Thursday, October 20, 2011, to 
read her poetry on behalf of the Cana- 
dian Council of Poets. 

She has published over fifteen books 
of poetry and, in 2009, released her 
first autobiographical prose work, en- 
titled “Small Beneath the Sky.” Crozier 
is married to big-time Canadian poet 
Patrick Lane and teaches Creative 
Writing at the University of Victoria in 
British Columbia. 

Crozier was born and raised in Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan, and is known 
for her prairie poetry. She is fascinated 
with the how landscape shapes person, 
and uses embellished Biblical stories, 
coupled with the geography she grew 
up in, to voice this fascination. 
Crozier’s poetry is world renown, and 
she has read in every continent ex- 
cept Antarctica. In 2005 she recited 
her poem “On the Seventh Day,” for 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

“They asked me to read a poem and 
gave me two requirements,” Cro- 
zier smiled. “It had to be under two 
minutes, and it couldn’t offend the 
Queen.” 

Crozier is known for her feminist po- 
etry, some of which is categorized as 
erotic. Her poem “Carrots” has been 
critically acclaimed as one of Canada’s 
most memorable poems by the Liter- 


Oe ER ae 


ary Review of Canada. However, it was 
her landscape poetry and mytholo- 
gized Bible stories that she brought to 
the table of the reading. 

Crozier, though she believes in a higher 
power, denies the Christian God in the 
form we know Him. She seeks to give 
voice to the underdog, and the Bible, 
she says, “is very misogynistic.” She 
published a book of poetry in 2005, 
which, for her, reveals the woman’s 
side of Biblical stories and gives voice 
to the repressed. 

Though Crozier’s poetry may offend 
some, she doesn’t write for the reader. 
“I do write for the ideal reader,” she 
joked. “The ideal reader is me. The 
side of me that wont stand for bull.” 
Her poetry has been acclaimed many 
times, and avid readers of Canadian 
poetry are hard-pressed to find an an- 
thology that doesn’t include some of 
her work. 

Crozier has received many awards for 
her poetry, including the Governor 
General's Award, the Canadian Au- 
thor’s Association Award for Poetry, 
and the Dorothy Livesay Prize for Po- 
etry. 

Crozier is a Canadian treasure. She 
has been awarded an honourary doc- 
torate from the University of Regina, 
and received University of Victoria’s 
Distinguished Professor Award. 

Her poetry and prose is deeply reflec- 
tive of who she is. Much of her po- 
etry tells of her relationship with her 


mother, her alcoholic father, and her 
relationship with Patrick Lane. Cro- 
zier is not a poet who seeks to sepa- 
rate herself from her work. She seeks 
greatness. 

“l aim for the heights of Shakespeare,” 
she says. 

Crozier finishes her Ontario tour this 
weekend, and flies back to Victoria on 
Saturday. 

“IT want a poet,” Crozier reads from her 
book Small Mechanics, “wh 

side, who-knows the small mechanics 
of a clothespin and a muddy boot.” 


Redeemer Confronted 
with Potential $6 
million Lawsuit 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


During the summer of 2010, Re- 
deemer received notice from local law 
firm Scarfone Hawkins LLP that they 
were being sued to the extent of $6 
million. The lawsuit was launched by a 
former parent and donor who claimed 
to have been damaged by Redeemer's 
Forgivable Loan Program (FLP), es- 
tablished by the former Redeemer 
Foundation. The plaintiff, known as 
William Bruce Woods, is attempting 
to initiate a class-action lawsuit on be- 
half of all the individuals who partici- 
pated in the Forgivable Loan Program 


during the years 2001 and 2002. 
Although the class action lawsuit is 
primarily an American phenomenon, 
provincial laws in Canada also allow 
for class actions. As Redeemer'’s VP 
of Advancement, Bill van Staaldu- 
inen points out, “For this suit to go 
anywhere, evidence must be shown 
that a legitimate class of people were 
wrongfully affected by the FLP.” Van 
Staalduinen admits he’s not sure how 
the situation will play out but he says 
he’s not overly concerned, “The claim 
may not end up going that far. Wheth- 
er or not allegations meet approval in 
court, there is a settlement option that 
could be looked at as a possibility.” 
According to the website of Scarfone 


Hawkins LLP, they are currently solic- 
iting individuals who participated in 
the FLP to jump on board with their 
legal proceedings in order to legiti- 
mize their class action claim. 

The whole dispute stems from a 
program that was initiated at Re- 
deemer back in 1989. The Forgivable 
Loan Program (FLP) was a method of 
financial assistance which garnered 
tax benefits for donors to the program 
students. Parents or other donors 
would give money to the program and 
the Redeemer Foundation would, in 
turn, loan that money back to that do- 
nor’s student in order that the donor 
would receive more taxation rebates 
than would normally be possible. Es- 
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Student Senate: Hear the 


Voice, Make the Choice! 


TRIONA MILLS 
Greetings, 


To the newest members of the Re- 
deemer Community: Congratulations 
on being accepted to Redeemer Uni- 
versity College! I would like to per- 
sonally welcome you on behalf of the 
Student Senate of 2011/2012! 

Student Senate is Redeemer’s govern- 
ment organization. Unlike your high 
school government, a university gov- 
ernment is responsible for things such 
as meeting with other universities 
and members of government, faculty 
evaluations, the HSR bussing con- 
tract, and distributing money to clubs 


and publications such as The Crown, 
The Minstrel and Anno Domini. Be- 
cause of student comments/concerns 
with the length and time of last year’s 
budget meetings, Senate was able to 
streamline this year’s meetings down 
to eight hours! These budget meetings 
took place September 30 and October 
Vi 

Senate meets weekly on Tuesday 
nights starting at 10 p.m. in room 218, 
Students are encouraged to attend. 
(We have snacks!) We are also avail- 
able to hear your questions/concerns 
in the Senate office located in the 
main hallway. There are many oppor- 
tunities for you to get involved with 
Student Senate and in various clubs/ 


organizations such as: The Activities 
Committee, SASC, Student Affairs 
Committee, Deedz, H20, Tae Kwon 
Do, Apologetics Club, Ballroom Dance 
club, Improv. Club and many more! 

This year, thanks to your support, Sen- 
ate was able to implement a First Year 
Senator Appointment Committee who 
interviewed over ten first year stu- 
dents for the three First Year Senator 
positions. Through these interviews, 
we were able to confidently elect three 
first year students — John Schuurman, 
Hannah Giles, and Lauren Willson — 
who will without doubt, represent the 
first year class to the best of their abili- 
ties. Alongside these three, we have the 
rest of Senate which includes Esther 


Cubitt (President), Brittany Lorenz 
(VP of Student Affairs), Nathan Ver- 
baan (VP of Finance), Triona Mills 
(VP of Communications), Michelle 
DeFino (Activities Chair), Kory Jens- 
en (SASC Chair), Jared VanHuizen 
(Student Clubs Coordinator), Danica 
Thomsen (Senate Clubs Coordinator), 
Stephen Bowler (MIC Representative) 
and Colin Vanderwoerd (Information 
Officer). Feel free to stop by the Senate 
office and meet us! We are so excited 
to represent the students this year and 
hopefully provide you with effective 
leadership, activities, and support. 
We wish you many blessings this year 
and we cannot wait for you to get in- 
volved in this amazing school! 


All the best, 
Triona Mills, 


Vice President of 
2011/2012 


Communications 


Redeemer welcomes new 
professors 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


With each new academic year, new 
faces are always a welcome sight for 
students and faculty alike. This year, 
Redeemer welcomes a host of new 
professors who come from a variety of 
different backgrounds and academic 
disciplines. All together there are eight 
newly appointed professors, four of 
which are brand new to the university. 
“I'm very pleased,” said Dr. Jacob El- 
lens, Redeemer’s Vice-President Aca- 
demic. “We had a rigorous interview 
process for each of these professors 


PROF. PHILIP TEEUWSEN 


and they did very well. They each had 
a full-day of interviews and success- 
fully delivered a lecture to faculty and 
students.” 

The new faces on faculty this year in- 
clude: 

Dr. Laura Luchies (Psychology) who 
comes to Redeemer from Northwest- 
ern University in Chicago where she 
focused on social psychology. Dr. 
Luchies can be found teaching PSY 
315 and PSY 334 this semester. 

Dr. Johnathan Juilfs (English) re- 
ceived his Ph.D. from the University 


ALLAN CURNEW 


DR. 


of Notre Dame. Dr. Juilfs specializes 
in Medieval English literature and will 
be teaching three courses this term: 
ENG-103, ENG-341, and ENG-361. 
Dr. Allan Curnew (French) teaches 
four courses, including FRE 101, FRE 
211 and FRE 351 in the French De- 
partment this semester, Dr. Curnew 
completed his Ph.D. at the University 
of Western Ontario and his M.A. from 
the University of Calgary. Questions 
on 19th century French literature can 
be directed his way. 

Professor Ben Dunson (Religion & 


yi: 


PROF. TERRY LOERTS 


Theology) is currently finishing his 
Ph.D. from the University of Durham 
in England. Professor Dunson special- 
izes in Pauline theology and can be 
found teaching REL-101 and REL-327 
this fall. 

Other faculty hired on as sessional pro- 
fessors include professor Terry Loerts 
(Education) and James Tughan (Art). 
The other tenure-track professors ap- 
pointed this year are Diane Moroz (Ki- 
nesiology & Physical Education) and 
Philip Teeuwsen (Education). 


DR. JOHNATHAN JUILFS 


Weekend 


in our 
shoes 


LAURA HEMING 


What better way to share the unique 
and diverse experience of the students 
at Redeemer, than to invite those clos- 
est to them to share in it? On Friday, 
October 14, the brothers and sisters of 
present students gathered on campus 
to experience a weekend of life at uni- 
versity. Wide-eyed and expectant, the 
visitors accompanied their siblings on 
a campus tour, as they were shown 
the ropes, introduced to friends, and 
made feel as though they truly be- 
longed here. 

The weekend kicked off with a free 
concert held in the Recreation Cen- 
tre, featuring Redeemer’s own The 
Good Hunters, opened by Scott Orr. 
The acts made our school proud as 
they displayed outstanding musical 
talent and stage presence. The crowd 
pleaded an encore, and the night end- 
ed with a vigorous last song that left 
students and siblings alike thoroughly 
impressed. 

Saturday brought a busy day of ac- 
tivity, starting with a cross campus 
photo-scavenger hunt. The siblings 
scampered across campus, taking in 
the social environment as well as fa- 
miliarizing themselves with what will 
hopefully become their future home. 
The event was followed by two varsity 
soccer games held at the back fields, 
starting with women and ending with 
the men. The stands overflowed with 
red and white, as Loyal Royals showed 
their undying support for the athletes. 
Both teams fought hard battles in the 
bitter autumn wind, representing our 
relentless school spirit. The night con- 
cluded with an unfortunate cancel- 
lation of the school’s annual Harvest 
Hoedown, which is set to be resched- 
uled for early November. Regardless, 
the students were able to prove to 
their siblings that there is never a dull 
moment here, as they occupied their 
time with the classic Redeemer Sat- 
urday night events such as late night 
porch talks and sing-alongs. 

The final day brought about mixed 
emotions for the visitors, sad to leave, 
but excited to make a future return, ei- 
ther permanent or merely for a casual 
visit. The night ended with the month- 
ly worship service, Church in the Box 
— the pride and joy of Redeemer. The 
auditorium filled to the rafters with 
students as well as people from all 
over the Hamilton area. With a much 
needed message about joy from Dr. 
Russ Irwin, exceptional worship and 
an emotional skit, there was no better 
way to end such a weekend than im- 
mersing in the presence of God. 

With a weekend at Redeemer under 
their belt, it is certain that an impres- 
sion was made on these siblings as 
they shadowed the life of their older 
brother or sister for the weekend. 
Needless to say, they were able to ap- 
preciate the place where their siblings 
reside and grow in Christ each and 
every day through the undying sense 
of community and uniqueness that 
makes this school what it is. 


PROF. BEN DUNSON 
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Redeemer 
Lawsuit? 


Continued from page 1 


sentially, the FLP allowed you to do 
more with the tuition money that you 
handed over to the university for your 
son or daughter. 

The linchpin in the middle of this 
contested program is the fact that 
parents would, almost unanimously, 
be benefitting too much on their tax 
returns as a result of the FLP. The 
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) didn't 
like that. According to documents ex- 
plaining the former program (it was 
dissolved back in 2004), the FLP was 
created in compliance “with Revenue 
Canada standards as a forgivable loan 
program in 1989.” Although the pro- 
gram may have started off on the right 
foot, that was about as far as it got 
before the CRA decided it was getting 
too much bang for its buck. Ever since 
the early 2000's, Redeemer has been 
under the gun of the CRA. “In 2001- 
2002 the CRA changed its rules with- 
out properly notifying us,” said van 
Staalduinen. “The CRA has had a his- 
tory of going back and forth on their 
requirements for us. They were un- 
sure how to deal with this type of pro- 
gram [the FLP].” In 2003-2004, the 
CRA made official the classification 
of its guidelines to exclude “related” 
persons from donating and benefiting 
from the program. 

This is where things started to go 
sour for Redeemer and the former 
Redeemer Foundation. An official 
news release put out by the university 
comments, “As a result of revised CRA 
guidelines issued in 2002, the Foun- 
dation in its ongoing efforts to be fully 
compliant with the law, responded by 
ceasing to accept donations from per- 
sons defined by the CRA as “related 
persons” (parents, grandparents and 
siblings). ” A subsequent audit by the 
CRA reflected this reality with a clean 
sheet. However, “an earlier audit con- 
ducted by the CRA with respect to the 
2001 and 2002 tax years 


determined that...the FLP was not 
compliant with CRA’s requirements.” 

Van Staalduinen was the executive 
director of the former Redeemer Foun- 
dation which was at the helm of the 
controversial disagreement with the 
CRA. He claims that adequate com- 
munication was not made between the 
two parties and that the CRA did not 
stick to a benchmark standard of deal- 
ing with FLP, making for murky wa- 
ters and contentious regulations. 

As the case dragged on with the 
CRA, the Foundation doled out con- 
siderable resources to “defend and 
represent its donors’ interests.” In 
2008, the case went all the way to the 
Supreme Court of Canada but was lost 
4-3. The CRA reassessed all “related” 
donors for that taxation year and 


charged them for their respective re- 
sulting amounts owed. 

As van Staalduinen remarks, most 
donors were not angry at all that they 
were not able to fully benefit from the 
program during that taxation year. 
“Our donor population has been very 
supportive; I have not heard many 
concerns from them overall.” Although 
this may have been the case for the 
majority of FLP donors, there was one 
in particular that caused a lot of noise. 
William Bruce Woods, the plaintiff 
mentioned earlier in our feature, has 
gone to great lengths to recover his 
“general and special damages.” Woods 
hired a top-end local law firm to help 
him sue the institution and the former 
Redeemer Foundation (which was ter- 
minated in 2009 ). 

David Thompson is the head lawyer 
leading the prosecution. He is a resi- 
dent of Hamilton who specializes in 
class action law and has won numer- 
ous cases in the past including one of 
the largest class action settlement wins 
in Canadian history. Thompson won 
over $260 million for his plaintiffs on 
behalf of approximately 900,000 class 
members. Ironically enough, Thomp- 
son was closely involved with coach- 
ing and sponsorship of the Ancaster 
Soccer Club which helped to fund the 
construction of Redeemer’s new soc- 
cer dome. 

As the plaintiffs legal representa- 
tives claim, their lawsuit is based on 
the fact that “the charitable donation 
credits being claimed by the donors 
have been disallowed by the Canada 
Revenue Agency and some individu- 
als are now being called upon to make 
payment of the loans.” Redeemer 
doesn’t seem to be standing for it. Ac- 
cording to van Staalduinen, Redeemer 
has hired its own legal team and is 
ready to defend the institution and 
its affiliates, “We deny the allegations 
in the claim and we will be defending 
the lawsuit vigorously.” The plaintiff's 
allegations have yet to be proven in a 
court of law. For the time being, the 
lawsuit will drag on, costing valuable 
time and money to both parties. In the 
end, the only party which will reap the 
lion's share of the benefits will be the 
lawyers. 


34 Reasons for the 34 
Glancaster Loop to 
become the Redeemer 
Loop: A proposal 


AARON DEVOS 


In an effort to improve the bus sys- 
tem around Redeemer, it is recom- 
mended that Redeemer’s shuttle ser- 
vices be cancelled. It would be better 
to modify the 34 Upper Paradise so 
that it loops around Redeemer rather 
than Hamilton District Christian High 
School (HDCH). The only thing that 
would change about the 34 is that 
HDCH students would have to meet 
the bus at Garner Road, not Glancaster 
Road. The result would be a depend- 
able and direct bus service between 
downtown Hamilton and Redeemer. 


Here are 34 reasons why the 34 Re- 
deemer Loop should happen: 


On-campus students rarely take the 
shuttle to Meadowlands. In between 
dorm mates and friends, someone is 
bound to have a vehicle. 

Off-campus students do not take 
the shuttle to Meadowlands because 
of any vested interest in Meadow- 
lands. They take the shuttle because 
it is the fastest way to travel eastward 
where shopping and housing is more 
affordable. 

The 34 Upper Paradise (with or 
without the change) arrives much 
more frequently than the shuttle and 
intersects with Mohawk and Stone 
Church, both of which travel east. 

Regular half hour intervals are far 
more dependable than the sporadic 
services of the shuttle. 

The money saved by canceling the 
Redeemer shuttle could help fund the 
route to Redeemer. 

The bus system would become a 
whole lot simpler, which would most 
likely result in more bus users. 

It is environmentally friendly if 
more people travel downtown via bus 
than car. 

The recommended transit model 
is much safer. As a part of DEEDZ, 
20 or so students have been forced to 
walk at 10:30 p.m. along Garner Road 
to get back to Redeemer. The new bus 
route would allow them to avoid tak- 
ing such risks. 

The recommended route would give 
Redeemer students access to the Art 
Crawl, and no event has shaped the 
artistic community in Hamilton more 
than the Art Crawl. 

It would provide easier access to 


churches downtown, such as Philpott 
Memorial, Hughson Street Baptist, 
and Eucharist. 

Sky Dragon. 

It would give easier access to the 
largest farmers’ market and public 
library in Hamilton, which are both 
located downtown. 

This would be a direct bus link be- 
tween Redeemer and the downtown 
core and would definitely help to break 
the “Redeemer bubble.” 

It would provide more people with 
the possibility of seeing a police officer 
patrolling the streets on horseback. 

More opportunity for more people 
to get Shawarmas. 

Hess Street access 

More job opportunities for stu- 
dents. Currently it is unfeasible to rely 
on bus transit to get back and forth be- 
tween working downtown and classes 
at Redeemer. 

More internship opportunities. An 
internship is a requirement of numer- 
ous majors including Social Work, 
Sociology, Business, Missions & Min- 
istry, Education, and perhaps a few 
others. 

L’iarche, Salvation Army, Good 
Shepherd, Helping Hands, Eva Roth- 
well Center, Living Rock, Kids Club, 
City Kidz, and other places where stu- 
dents have volunteered would be ben- 
efited by the change. 

Not only would the new route help 
Redeemer students get connected 
with Hamilton but it may help Ham- 
ilton residents get better connected 
with Redeemer. 

_ Access to the Freeway Cafe. 

Opportunity to make the new $3.6 
million community sports complex ac- 
cessible to the community. 

For students living in north/north- 
east Hamilton who attend St. Thomas 
Moore High School, HDCH, or Re- 
deemer, the 34 is the most direct 
route. This makes the 34 route very 
busy at specific times in the day. By 
adding an extra bus to the route, it will 
be easier to carry the large number of 
students. 

With this many reasons, perhaps 
the city of Hamilton would cover all of 
the costs to modify the route. 

As shown by last year’s overwhelm- 
ing enrollment numbers for on-cam- 
pus students, alternative housing 
needs to be considered. 

Downtown housing is far cheaper 


than what is found in Ancaster. 

Promoting downtown living offers 
an alternative to urban sprawl. 

Opportunity for ice skating at Bay- 
front Park. 

If we ride the bus downtown, does 
that make us the 99% or the 1%? 

Unique shopping experiences. 
Locke Street anyone? 

New Hope Bike Co-op. Way too 
many students leave their bikes in the 
rain to leave this out. 

Hamilton is exploring Light Rail 
Transit which is expected to cost 
about $900 million. Compare that to 
the cost of having one extra bus along 
the 34 route to Redeemer. 

Access to Copps Coliseum. 
Mumford and Sons fans? 

Imagine walking downtown and 
reading on the front and side of a bus, 
34 Redeemer Loop, now wouldn't that 
be a beautiful presence downtown. 

It is my belief, that the city of Ham- 
ilton loves Redeemer’s students, staff, 
and faculty enough that they would 
provide the funding for it rather then 
further burden the already financially 
encumbered students. 


An y 


Steve McOrmond visits Redeemer 


CHRISTY SCHAEFER 
On Thursday, September 29, Steve 


shortlisted for the Pate a 
Award, while Gr ae 


less.’ Where I would say place comes 
in is how it affects form.” He went on 
to explain that, since living in Toronto, 
his work has become more fast-paced 
and disjointed, correlating to the rush 
of the city. 


cade in mind while writing these po- 
ems, events like Hurricane Katrina, 
and the anniversary of 9/11. Some of 
the poem titles themselves made the 
listeners aware of this Armageddon 
theme; one example of this “Dark 
Clouds (Another Apocalypse).” He 
ended with “Envoi,” a sonnet that he 
described as the “traditional address 
of the poet sending his poetry out into 
the world.” 

The reading was divided by a brief 
period of discussion, where the listen- 
ers could ask McOrmond questions 
about his work. During this time, 
McOrmond was asked about who his 
ideal audience was. “It is an idealized 
reader. It is an ‘other’. It’s not a real 
person but there is someone you are 


. always writing to.” In regards to poetic 


form, he stated, “Poetry lives in ambi- 
guity. If you're doing it right, every 
word should have multiple meanings.” 
Much of McOrmond ‘s poetry contains 
Christian imagery and metaphors and 
even his titles sometimes allude to 
such themes. When asked about his 
own faith background, MecOrmond 
said, “I haven't quite made up my 
mind,” He discussed his interest in 
the literary possibilities of using Bibli- 
cal language in , not 

with a religious intention in mind. 

As for public readings themselves, 
McOrmond spoke of them favourably, 
referring to them as a “good trial run” 
for new Poems. “It gives you a lot of 
feedback,” McOrmond says, and he 
does not shy away from feedback, 
whether positive or not, “I've had some 


pretty negative readings, It doesn't 
really bother me. I've described it as 
sending your child out into the world 
— you have to let it go. You just hope 
you've raised [it] right.” 


NATI 
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Buying Local: BlackBerries and Apples 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 


“Buy local”; “Buy Canadian” — this 
seems to be a mantra in today’s society 
as we overcome a recent recession and 
deal with a still-fragile economy. But 
how deep does this commitment to Ca- 
nadian products go? Is it deep enough 
to deter the disappointment and frus- 
tration of Canadian Blackberry users, 
despite failure on Blackberry’s part? 
Will Canadians stay interested in the 
local technology market? 

For many Blackberry users, last 
week was long and trying. A core 
switch in the infrastructure of the 
Blackberry failed, and when the back- 
up switch did not work as intended, a 
there was a backlog of network traf- 
fic. Monday marked the beginning of 
communication problems in Europe, 
and by Wednesday morning, the 
problems had reached Canada. The 


biggest problem occurred Wednesday 
and Thursday. Blackberry users were 
struggling with slow or no service; 
students and businessmen alike were 
affected. Blackberry users around the 
world were frustrated, 

_ Does the fact that Blackberry is a 
Canadian company make customers 
more forgiving? 

“I was frustrated mainly because I 
wasn't getting what I paid for,” says 
Jackie Boers, a first year university stu- 
dent. “This bothers me. I didn’t even 
know that [Blackberry] was Canadian, 
so it didn’t make a difference.” 

By Thursday night, the problem was 
fixed. Regular service was restored 
again. But this doesn’t mean that all 
was forgotten; there were still many 
Blackberry users upset by the emails 
and messages they had missed. 

Blackberry’s compensation for the 
outage? A list of free apps. Is this 
enough to make up for the inconve- 


nience of being unable to communi- 
cate for two days? “It depends on the 
apps,” Boers says, “but it is definitely 
not a selling feature.” Most Blackberry 
users would like a refund on their bills 
— or perhaps even their Blackberry 
phones, 

“There have been two outages in 
the past few weeks,” Boers continues. 
“The iPhone is evolving better and 
better; Blackberries don’t seem to be 
evolving and improving.” 

Could the outage be the last straw 
for many Blackberry users? There 
have been more problems as Black- 
berry tries to widen their area of ex- 
pertise; Blackberries still don’t always 
suit the lifestyle of students. This re- 
cent outage has people remembering 
other Blackberry-related problems 
and even comparing apps and service 
to Apple. 

Bethany Oliveira, a student who is 
not upset by the outage but still wants 


Facebook: a post- 
secondary complaint 


forum 


Social network allows instructors to. vent frustrations and 
commiserate in private 


TANNARA YELLAND 
CUP PRAIRIES & 
NORTHERN BUREAU CHIEF 


The university teacher-student 
dynamic can be a strange one: on 
one hand, students are students, and 
should reasonably be expected to act 
accordingly, deferring to professors 
as superiors and as more knowledge- 
able 

On the other hand, students know 
they pay a good chunk of their profes- 
sors’ salary, and this can sometimes 
lead to students feeling as though they 
deserve more equal footing with their 
instructors. 

Professor June Madeley of the Uni- 
versity of New Brunswick is one of a 
number of post-secondary 
instructors who has found a distinctly 


growing 
modern way to deal with the frustra 
tions of an increasingly entitled stu 
lent body 

Chat’s 
you, Johnny” is 


PROFESSOR Uptight to 
a private Facebook 
group where professors meet to gripe 
about students and to support each 
other. Madeley, who joined two years 
ago when a colleague forwarded the 
group to her, says it fills an important 
void in professors’ professional lives. 

In public schools,” she said, “in 
high schools, they have a staff room. 
they 


about frustrating things there. 


I'm sure have conversations 

Profs don't have that [in universi 
ties]. There isn't a lot of room for com 
miserating.” 

Madeley also explained that while 
professors share complaints about 
students and sometimes post hypo 
thetical scathing responses to student 


facebook. 


emails, it is more often a venue “for 
self-support.” 

“It’s also very helpful to know that 
the kinds of things we're facing, oth- 
ers are facing them too,” Madeley said. 
“It’s a morale thing.” 

The private group, which has mem- 
bers from Canada, America and the 
UK, has never been a source of trou- 
ble to a professor, as far as Madeley 
knows. This is very different from 
how a group of University of Calgary 
students were treated after creating a 
group to vent about a professor. 

Twins Keith and Steven Pridgen 
have been embroiled in a legal battle 
with their university since being placed 
on 24 months of academic probation 
for their membership in a Facebook 
group called, “I NO Longer Fear Hell, 
| Took a Course with Aruna Mitra.” 

The group was not private, Keith 
said, though “it was not intended to be 
for the public. The Facebook group's 
creator, Tom Strangward, said that he 
did not really think about that aspect 
of it when he made the group.” 

The Pridgens won their case against 
the U of C in late 2010, when Justice 
Jo-Ann Strekaf ruled that the univer 
sity was required by the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms to respect the 
Pridgens’ right to free speech. 

In early 2010, the U of C announced 
its intention to appeal the ruling, 
claiming it was seeking “clarification.” 

Keith Pridgen said the appeal hear- 
ing “could reasonably be heard before 
the court by early November, although 
the date is not set in stone as of yet.” 

When asked about the Pridgens’ 
case, Madeley said she hopes students 
exhaust every possible official option 


before turning to online complaining 
when faced with an unsatisfactory 
teacher. 

“I think the fact that [the U of C 
group] was public was more of a 
problem,” she said. “Professors have 
contracts, they need to meet tenure; 
if review committees were looking at 
it, that would be inappropriate, in the 
same way that Rate My Professor is 
inappropriate for [assessing profes- 
sors|.” 

Pridgen said he and his brother had, 
in fact, already contacted the universi- 
ty through conventional channels, and 
had met with no success. 

“We brought questions to to the 
professor during class,” he said. “Then 
we began to appeal our grades to the 
head of the program.” 

After this led to many students re- 
ceiving, an even lower grade, Pridgen 
said they took their complaint to the 
associate dean of law. This led to high- 
er grades for many students, but the 
Pridgens also found out that the head 
of their program, who had lowered 
their grades, was married to the pro 
fessor they were upset with, 

“It was only after all this that we de- 
cided to join a Facebook group intend- 
ed only for fellow students to voice 
their concerns about the professor.” 

On the other side of this fraught 
relationship is Madeley, who said that 
it can be difficult to teach class upon 
class of students who expect more and 
more from professors in return for 
less and less work, 

“(Teaching] really is such a demor- 
alizing experience, sometimes,” said 
Madeley. 


to switch to the iPhone, says: “I am 
okay with an outage; nothing is perfect 
and we can't expect it to be perfect. I 
just know an iPhone will fit my life- 
style better.” 

When asked about supporting a 
Canadian company, Oliveira states, “I 
want to support Blackberry, I do. But 
the fact is they don’t make an iPhone. 
If they did, I'd think about it.” 

As it stands right now, Apple seems 
to be ahead of Blackberry in every 
possible way besides country of origin, 
and is better suited for the lifestyle of 
today's students. 

“My Blackberry is an older one,” 
Oliveira continues. “I don’t like how 
the apps work on it, I don’t put music 
on it, it has a bad camera and no flash, 
and I hate having to carry an iPod 
Touch and a cell phone. This is not a 
smart phone, all I really do is call and 
text. It's no more special than an old 
T9 phone.” 


Will Blackberry be able to recover 
from the recent blows, especially that 
of the outage? Or will Apple simply 
step in and take over the market? It is 
hard to say, but a lot of this depends 
on the loyalty of Canadians. If we are 
serious about buying local, this should 
reflect in our technology choices. 


JOSHUA HILDEBRANDT 


ee 
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Activists continue to occupy the great 
Wall Street 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 


Beginning with the Occupy Wall 
Street movement, and now spreading 
across the States, Canada and around 
the Western World, a protest based on 
class envy seems to be growing. 

As of yet, the goals of this protest 
are unclear. Many news reports have 
included comments from the move- 
ment’s leadership which suggest that 
they themselves are uncertain as to 
what their purpose and goals really 
are. Many are frustrated and angry 
with the existing social order, using 
slogans like “We are the 99 percent, 
you are the 99 percent” to try to get 
the majority of people to identify with 
their protest. Yet, other than anger, 
they seem to have little to offer in 
concrete proposals to improve the sys- 
tem. 

One major concern which can be 
seen in this slogan is their belief that 


income disparity is growing. Chanting 
slogans against the rich, demanding 
increases in wages and pensions, and 
calling for “social justice” may seem 
like the beginning of change to them, 
but without solid, workable proposals 
as to what that change is, this protest 
may lead to nothing more than failure. 
Every movement that wishes to be 
successful must have goals and desti- 
nations that are clear and achievable. 
According to news reports, the 
group is diverse. The majority are ob- 
viously activists, standing up for the 
political change they are looking for. 
Many of these activists are young peo- 
ple, demanding an increase in wages. 
Others are retired, demanding an in- 
crease in pension. The group’s website 
describes them as a “people of many 
colors, genders and political persua- 
sions. The one thing we all have in 
common is that we are the 99 percent 
that will no longer tolerate the greed 
and corruption of the one percent.” It 


also claims that the group has grown 
over the last month to include “Oc- 
cupiers of different ages, races, walks 
of life, and political beliefs... The mix 
grew quickly to include students, el- 
derly people, families with children, 
construction workers on their lunch 
breaks, unemployed Wall Street ex- 
ecutives, Iraq & Afghanistan veterans, 
moms, and many others.” It is under- 
stood that there is broad concern and 
unrest among people of many differ- 
ent stages of life. The tie between these 
people is a common disapproval of the 
developing class system in Canada. 

Certainly there has always been a 
class system in Canada. Specialization 
in different fields obviously results in 
difference of income. A job requiring 
greater responsibility or higher quali- 
fications generates a higher income. A 
job that requires little to no education 
will generate a lower income. The gap 
between these incomes will create dif- 
ferent classes. 
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Is this not logical? Or should all 
people receive an equal income re- 
gardless of responsibility, qualifica- 
tions or education? Has this ideal ever 
been successfully executed? 

The occupiers are trying to create 
this impossible ideal. They know they 
have support from many people across 
the world. Their main goal is to raise 
awareness — and that is what they have 
done. But they are not finished yet. Af- 
ter reflecting on the “successes” of the 
past month, their website states “we 
are only getting started!” The opening 
article of the website states their plans. 
They want to keep the protests alive, 
to have workers strike, to seize aban- 
doned buildings for their use, and the 
list goes on. Yet nothing is mentioned 
about how this will help create a new, 
just social system. Still, they have no 
concrete goals or proposals. 

After seeing the disturbances this 
Occupy movement has created, the 
question remains: 


Is this an appropriate way of bring- 
ing up concern, considering we live 
in a democracy? There are more or- 
thodox ways have having your voice 
heard in Canada. We have a say in 
our government. This leads to another 
question: how many of the core group 
of protesters are regular voters? Or do 
they simply disagree with the tradi- 
tional method of having a voice heard 
in Canada? 


Gadhaf?i’ 


s death 


marks new era |The Steve Jobs Legacy: 
A Poisoned Apple? 


for Libya 


DAVID BAKKER 


The world lost one of its most 
colourfully dressed and repressive 
dictators on Thursday, October 20. 
Muammar Gadhafi was killed in 
his hometown of Sirte. Conflicting 
reports say that Gadhafi was captured 
alive but was killed later in the 
crossfire between revolutionary and 
pro-Gadhafi forces. 

The revolution that toppled 
Gadhafi from power was part of the 
larger Arab Spring movement that is 
still a part of the changing political 
scene in the Middle East. The Libyan 
Civil War was sparked after Arab 
Spring protests against Gadhafi’s rule 
were met with force. Revolutionaries 
looked to be losing the fight against 
Gadhafi’s professional military, police 
and foreign mercenaries until the UN 
Security Council issued a resolu- 
tion that enabled NATO to establish 
a no-fly zone over Libyan airspace. 
NATO nations including a Canadian 
squadron of aircrafts used their air 
superiority to bomb Gadhafi forces 
in support of the revolutionaries. 
Revolutionary forces managed to 
capture the populous coast of Libya 


this summer, move inland, and follow 
Gadhafi as he retreated. 

Gadhafi’s notorious exploits in 
Libya have ranged his support of 
international terrorism from political 
oppression to attempts at creating 
weapons of mass destruction. His 
regime has been put under numerous 
sanctions by nations and interna- 
tional organizations as a result of his 
actions. Despite this, he worked to 
be accepted by other world leaders 
during his rulers. 

News of Gadhafi’s death brought 
Libyans to the street en masse to 
celebrate the passing of his 42 year 
regime. His death has garnered much 
response from world leaders, most 
naming his rule tyrannical and dicta- 
torial while wishing Libya a successful 
establishment of government. Prime 
Minister Harper said, “The people of 
Libya can finally turn the page after 
42 years of a chapter of terrible op- 
pression, and it can now seek a better 
future.” Similarly, President Obama 
spoke to the Libyan people saying, 
“You have won your revolution, and 
now we will be a partner as you forge 
a future that provides dignity, free- 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


HEATHER BARNES 


Lovers of Apple Inc. technology fell 
into mourning on October 5 following 
the loss of Apple founder Steve Jobs. 
Having been the face of the popular 
Apple products for the better part of 
three decades as well as the CEO of 
Pixar Animation, Jobs himself became 
an icon in his own right, representing 
technological and artistic progress. 
Apple products ushered personal 
technology into reality; Pixar changed 
the face of animation forever. Steve 
Jobs was brilliant and will rightfully 
be remembered for his impressive 
accomplishments. In a commence- 
ment address at Stanford University, 
Jobs reminisced about when he first 
learned to appreciate the beauty in 
typography. Having dropped out of 
his program at college, Jobs was free 
to take any course to which his whims 
led, and one such course was Calligra- 
phy. Describing calligraphy as “beauti- 
ful, historical, [and] artistically subtle 
in a way that science can’t capture,” 
Jobs conceded that such a course had 
no practical application in his life at 
the time, but ten years later would 
play a prominent role in his design 
of the first Macintosh computer, This 
understanding of beauty for the sake 
of beauty pervades Jobs’ creations. 
His products are not strictly about 
efficiency and science, they are about 
enjoyment and beauty and the value 
of artistry — this is what captivated the 
world. 

Jobs has been compared to great in- 
novators and visionaries who changed 
the course of history like Henry Ford 
and Thomas Edison, These men were 
not merely responsible for flashy new 
inventions; they changed the very 
way we live, Thomas Edison gave the 
world light. Henry Ford put a car in 
every driveway, Steve Jobs is arguably 
single-handedly responsible for the 
creation of the personal computer. In 
two short decades society has shifted 
from being virtually computer-less 
to nigh on everybody having a per- 
sonal computer in addition to a smart 
phone. His advancements in technol- 
ogy have affected every aspect of life 
from medicine to art, science to busi- 


ness. Globalization itself, then, can 
at least in part be attributed to Jobs. 
There is no denying that Steve Jobs 
changed our world. 

Facebook and Twitter were rife 
with commentary following Jobs’ un- 
timely death. The initial comments 
were those of lamentation, one of the 
most common being “iSad,” a play on 
the names of popular Apple products. 
This widespread reaction is indicative 
of the globalized, consumerist and 
connection-obsessed society in which 
we live. Technology is the “be all and 
end all” of our time and Jobs was our 
king. The online commentary among 
some eventually shifted to the sad 
truth that the West cared more about 
the death of a single billionaire than 
the deaths of the suffering millions 
around the world. 

With iPhones, iPads, and MacBooks 
aplenty, the West has Jobs to thank for 
their endless supply of fancy technol- 
ogy. Yes, Jobs changed the world. But 
what is also almost certainly true is 
that Jobs could have done much more. 
With an estimated fortune of well over 
$8 billion, Jobs had the power and op- 
portunity to do so much more for the 
world than give it new toys to make so- 
cial networking more efficient. As was 
once said to Spiderman, “with great 
power comes great responsibility” and 
while Jobs may have missed being bit- 
ten by a radioactive spider, the saying 
is as applicable to him as to any super- 
hero, Bearing the influence and wealth 
he did, Jobs was in a unique position 
to change the world beyond his contri- 
butions to technology. One of wealthi- 
est men in the world, Jobs notably has 
a terribly thin history of philanthropic 
activity. In spite of having amassed a 
fortune greater than could possibly be 
spent, Jobs notoriously refused to sign 
the Giving Pledge (www.givingpledge, 
org ) which calls on the wealthiest in 
America to donate at least half of their 
fortune to charity. By way of con- 
text, Jobs’ personal wealth totalled 
four times the sum of World Vision's 
yearly operating budget, an organiza- 
tion that employs over 40,000 people 
and works for more than 100 million 
children worldwide to alleviate hun- 
ger and injustice. While Jobs was cer- 
tainly under no obligation to give away 


every penny he earned to charity, the 
amount of good that could have been 
accomplished if had he chosen to in- 
vest himself in this way is staggering. 

By contrast, Jobs’ competition Bill 
Gates, former CEO and current chair- 
man of Microsoft, is famous for his 
charitable donations. Gates and his 
foundation, The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation has given billions upon 
billions of dollars to health, agricul- 
tural and financial development plans. 
In 2008, Gates went so far as to leave 
his full-time position with Microsoft 
in order to be able to spend more time 
working directly with the foundation. 
Bill Gates is a man who has found wild 
success, created a fortune for himself 
and, in turn, used his influence and 
power to help millions. 

So what is it that people are actually 
mourning? Is it the passing of a great 
man, or is it the loss of the person who 
gave them iPods and Angry Birds? 
Jobs’ visionary ingenuity cannot be 
denied and in this he rightfully has a 
following, but in terms of humanity we 
might find others more worthy of our 
emulation, Technology has lost a great 
visionary but I'm not sure humanity 
has lost a great man. 
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Scott Orr Reclaims Rec Centre Stage 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


On Friday, October 14, 2011, The 
Hunters and Scott Orr per- 
formed a free show for sibling's week- 
end in the Rec Center. The Good Hunt- 
ers have been growing in popularity in 
the Hamilton area and have become a 
staple of Redeemer pride. As I walked 
into the Recreation Center to watch 
The Good Hunters show, I was struck 
by the buzz of excited fans in the air. 

There was a very distinct 
style of people; plaid and skinny jeans 
decorated the room. Fans experienced 
the music rather than just listened to 
it, which created an inspiring atmo- 
sphere to be a part of. It seemed no 
one was afraid to dance, which was 
a delight for me, as one who loves to 
break-it-down at every possible oc- 
casion. One of the first comments I 
heard was “Do you feel famous now?” 
from an enthusiastic fan, which was 
shortly followed by “Can you sign my 
chest?” by another fan. I couldn't help 
but smile at the reaction of fans treat- 
ing co-Redeemerites as celebrities. 

In a sense, that is what 
they have become because in such 
a short time; this band has made its 
name known both in the Redeemer 
community and outside of it. Their 
unique folk/indie sound lures in fans 
that are looking for something deeper, 
brighter, and contemporary with to- 
day's increasingly popular folk music. 
The Good Hunters’ music is just what 
people are looking for, with thought- 
ful lyrics and an energetic atmosphere 
created with banjo, guitar, drums, and 
layered harmonies. 

The show opened with Scott Orr 
who silenced the room with his soft 
acoustic sound. Orr gripped the at- 
tention of each listener. Fans joined in 
harmonies and snapped along to Orr’s 
ambient and thoughtful beats. Orr re- 
flected on his first show at Redeemer 
in 2003, and how a Crown reporter 
critiqued his music harshly. Smiling 
he said, “Look at me now, b****!” 

Scott Orr’s ease on stage and in- 
teraction with the audience made him 
a win for the crowd as he combined 
humour, wit and thoughtful music to 
create an engaging and peaceful atmo- 
sphere. 

Following Orr, The Good Hunters 
set stage and the crowd immediately 
jumped to their feet and acted as if 
they were at a 60's folk dance. The 
atmosphere shifted from relaxed and 
contemplative to excited and ener- 
getic. The audience danced and sang 


Good 


along to The Good Hunters’ contem- 
porary folk and numerous harmonies. 

The Good Hunters brought thrill to 
the room as fans cheered, danced and 
sang. With their album being released 
only ten days prior, I was surprised 
that everyone in the room seemed to 
know every word to their songs, true 
fans and true friends. 

We're lucky to have had The Good 
Hunters play for free at Redeemer this 
year, for in a few years time it may be 
costing us a lot. 


Awkward venue and 
cliché lyrics draw 
lukewarm reaction’ 
from small crowd 


BY JEN WEENING 


te ovcur between audience and artist 
a> the crowd sat at an awkward 
distance. In all, Orr played for about 


he 
crowd seemed to lose interest, but 
the audience's general resporse was 


lairly positive. Less than an hour Though Orr's voice sounds like it 
after the show ended, two Redeemer still requires a fairbit (raining, for 
students had already bought and the mont part his vous were quite 
listened to Orr's CD, checked out his strong but hurt by thepeor acoustics 


that Orr's 

“a Christian atv 
inchide either of the wo 
“Christian” songs OF 


n Rec 


distinetly 
his album, 
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In 2003, The Crown published an ar- 
ticle on Scott Orr, a budding musician 
from the area at the time. The article 
sates, “He lacked a real stace pres- 
ence...he seemed self-conscious:and» 
nervous.” Scott Orr now owns Other 
Songs Music Company, a music label 
in Hamilton Ontario and produces 
The Good Hunters’ work. 


“Dark Souls” Review: A Challenging 
Victory or Too Bitter to Play 


RYAN SEBASTIAN 


The inundated 
with new and exciting videogame re 
These titles 
be well polished 
budgets 
ing. The latest upcoming instalments 
in series like Modern Warfare, Un 
charted, Elder Zelda and Bat 


man will no doubt be amazing; howev 


holiday season is 


leases are guaranteed to 
and have monster 


for production and advertis 
Scrolls, 
there is a game that does 


a little differently 
In many of the g 


er, sometime 
That game is 
s list 


a powerful warrior, 


thing: 
Dark 


ed above 


Souls ames 


you play 
world or van 


capable of saving the 


qui hing ¢ vil a force to be reckoned 


with. Contrastingly, in Dark Souls you 
ire a lone and weak knight in a world 
that hi ilready been destroyed and | 
Drimmin ith mythical beast A well 
placed thrust from a sera ny half-na 
ked peasant can be deadly, and there 
are far more powerful things in your 
path than a vagabond with a loincloth 


and shiv. Game overs come swiftly and 
often, but despite all this, it is one of 
the most compelling games of the sea- 
son. 

Dark Souls is an open world game 
that tasks you with reviving the land 
of Lodran and saving it from the dark- 
ness that has already encompassed 
it. Plot developments beyond this are 
tantalisingly vague and are whispered 
to the player through text labels and 
carefully environments. 
The like a 


blacksmith turned to stone in a posi 


constructed 


stories you encounter, 


tion of prayer or a hero with expensive 


and ornate armour lying slumped in 


the corner with a knife in his back, will 
never be explicitly detailed but serve 


to add to the richness and depth of the 


world. This is a game that is experi 
enced through exploration and game 
play, not cut scenes or walls of text. 


defeating 


nuanced 


Gameplay consists of 


monsters using the 
fighting 


the skills 


game § 


system while slowly gaining 


and equipment necessary to 


continue farther and deeper into the 
world. The combat is difficult and if a 
player were to run in hitting the attack 
button over and over they would be 
quickly dispatched. To effectively fight 
you must watch the enemies’ patterns 
and use a combination of parry, light 
and heavy strikes. This can seem slow, 
but the risk involved and the wide 
number of weapons and spells en- 
sure that every fight is engaging. The 
extremely diverse enemies are also a 
cool factor, and where one area has ar- 
chers, spearmen and knights, another 
has ogres, golems and snake-men that 
attack with their swords and quick 
strikes of their heads. Every new place 
advancing, shield 
drawn, peering into the murky cot 


has you cautiously 


;, wondering what new beast waits 
Dark 


some which allow you 


ners 
there for 
many features, 
to break into other player's 
help or hinder, while others align you 


you Souls also has 


worlds to 


with certain factions for various ben 


efits. There are many more elements 


than these but one of the beautiful 
parts about this game is that very little 
is laid out for the player, and the large 
world is filled with secrets. Shortcuts, 
false walls, and dead ends give the Lo- 
dran a living presence. 

Technically the game is impres- 
sive, the graphics are detailed and 
the sound design lends so much to 
the atmosphere. Some of the vistas 
are amazing and looking out over 
the areas you have previously fought 
through is a great feeling. The ambi- 
ent sounds from the clink of weaponry 
to audio cues of the enemies’ next at- 
tack are immersive and important. 
While the music is sparse, it is used to 
great effect and heightens the dread or 
tension, Unfortunately, there is some 
slow down in larger areas, but luckily 
this does not affect the combat, and 
the achievement of having only a few 
load times is not to be overlooked. 

Other non-graphics issues include 
a finicky camera and lock on system. 
rhe camera requires constant adjust 


ment and can sometimes feel like it is 
too close to the character, especially in 
tight quarters, Furthermore, the lock 
on system can take some getting used 
to, which unfortunate as it is extreme- 
ly useful. The final quirk is not one of 
programming, but rather comes down 
to personal taste. Dark Souls can be a 
tough game, and even though it is fair 
about the difficulty, the relentless en- 
emies, traps and ailments can become 
too frustrating for some players. How- 
ever, for those who persevere, there 
lies a unique experience and one that 
is so immersive that thoughts of it 
sneak into time that is not spent play- 
ing. From mapping out the world and 
its shortcuts in your head to strategiz- 
ing how to take down one of the many 
towering foes, Dark Souls is able to 
blur the barrier between player and 
game, The elation that springs from 
victory is euphoric, but fleeting, as the 
next boss waits, 
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In My Own 
Backyard 


CHRIS CUTHIL 


The week of September 20, the 
walls of Redeemer’s art gallery came 
to life with a collection entitled “In 
My Own Backyard,” by artist Mary 
Abma. Although the variety of colours 
and mediums intertwined in this col 
lection provide the most observable 
layer of Abma’s work, the appeal of 
this multi-faceted exhibit extends far 
beyond the visual. 

Yet, as Abma explains, this element 
is her tool to bring important issues to 
the foreground. “My artistic practice is 
not one in which art is created for art’s 
sake alone. I am most content when | 
am exploring important issues or ideas 
and when I attempt to express them 
visually. This,” she says, “can encour- 
age people to become engaged with 
the world around them and to take an 
interest in and ask questions inspired 
by the works that they are viewing.” 

Through an intermingling of art, 
history and science, Abma’s work al- 
ludes to her own heritage and personal 
experience, but also tells the story of a 
people — a narrative of French settlers 
to the young country that would later 
become Canada. How did they live? 
What was their world like? What mo- 
tivated them? 

Some of that world has been car- 
ried into the 21st century through the 
plants that grow from the earth. Some 
of the vegetation was native to France, 
brought by the settlers and grown on 
Canadian soil. Some already had a 
home in Canadian soil. Regardless, 
many of these species have stood the 
test of time, and that is how Abma 
has connected two worlds. In many 
ways she has immortalized pieces of a 
world that is fading as the vegetation 
that characterized its setting faces ex- 
tinction. 

Spanning across most of one side of 
Redeemer’s art gallery is Mary Abma’s 
“Cultivation and Conquest” shad- 
owboxes. Each shadowbox houses a 
different antique cultivation blade, 
covered in excerpts from French colo- 
nizers — some in French, others in Eng- 
lish. In the other side of the shadow- 
box is a “lumen” print of a native plant 
species that has become endangered 
due to the presence of species that are 
not native to the land. Through this 
combination, Abma attempts to par- 
allel the attitudes of the colonizers in 
terms of cultivation of the land, with 
their conquest of the native people in 
the land; the common theme is subju- 
gation. The twelve shadowboxes stand 
as “vignettes of silent witness.” 

The lumen prints of native plants 
are also showcased independently, in 
a series of nine prints on the opposite 
wall of the gallery. Lumen is the old- 
est type of photography, but it is done 


without a camera. The artist explain 

the creation of them as “painting with 
light.” This is because of the sun 

role in creating the print. An object i 

placed on photosensitive paper, and 
through exposure to the sunlight, the 
image is imprinted. The plants cho 
sen by Abma to create these work 

are ones that, at one time, would have 
been native to her hometown. Thes« 
she added to her own garden as a 
branch of her artwork. 

The largest component of Abma 
series is nestled perfectly on an en 
tire wall of Redeemer’s gallery. En 
titled “Herbarium of Lot 122,” this 
stimulating collection was harvested 
over the course of the 2009 growing 
season. Abma collected various plant 
species that had made a home in her 
backyard of Brights Grove, Ontario 
She then undertook the challenging 
process of identification, with the aid 
of several botanists. This would later 
comprise her collection of eighty two 
plant species, which were sprayed me 
tallic silver and mounted onto painted 
masonite panels with beeswax. Along 
with a harmonious array of colour, the 
panels also contain writings, poems 
and drawings, as well as descriptions 
of the uses of the plants and recipes. 
Although these writings and symbols 
are not immediately or clearly visible 
to the viewer, they continue the story 
that ties them to the people that in- 
troduced them to Canadian soil. Ad- 
ditionally, although the panels are all 
displayed together as a whole, each 
has a unique story in both the past and 
present. As her work connects the his- 
tory tothe present time, Abma explains 
how it is neither a static or completed 
job, “My whole notion of what consti- 
tutes a beautiful garden has changed. 
I also recognize my own responsibility 
when it comes to ecosystem degrada- 
tion. I will not close the book on this 
project. Already we are in the process 
of redeeming our own little patch of 
creation...” Her work is also a bridge 
between the disciplines by displaying 
the importance of the sanctity of the 
earth and place of humankind within 
it. Ultimately Abma has shown that an 
awareness of the simplicity of the earth 
beneath our feet can lead the mind to 
contemplation of universal human ex- 
periences throughout the span of his- 
tory, but also to contemplation of the 
highest truth that is God. 

“In My Own Backyard” will be show- 
cased at Redeemer until November 
26. On November 3, Abma will share 
more thoughts connected to her work 
in a CLEAR lecture entitled “Foot- 
prints on Creation: Revelations from 
one artist's journey into science.” 
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Hockey’s 


Monkey 
Monkey 


Mentality 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


Hockey has had its fair share of 
items to debate over the past few 
years. Things such as fighting, head 
checks, cheap shots and Sean Avery 
are continually discussed amongst 
fans, managers and owners alike. 
The truth remains, monkey see, mon- 
key do. What children see on Hockey 
Night in Canada is what children do 
in their own leagues. Minor hockey in 
Ontario especially, has noticed the in- 
crease in violence in their leagues. As 
new research is released about head 
checks, concussions and their impact 
on players as they get older, the Ontar- 
io Minor Hockey Association has tak- 
en greater steps to get rid of violence. 
Tougher penalties and more calls is 
what younger players have been deliv- 
ered. The fact remains though; mon- 
key see, monkey do. 

The National Hockey 
Leagues answer to such violence? 
Brendan Shanahan. Brendan Shanah- 
an is a retired NHL player who accom- 
plished a lot in his years within the 
league and now serves as the NHL's 
head of disciplinary. My response? 


See 
Do 


ell done NHL. It’s about time that 
the league figured out a way to deal 
with the nonsense that has been go- 
ing on. After reviewing plays and po- 
tential suspensions that occur during 
NHL games, it is Brendan Shanahan’s 
job to make the final call. Within the 
pre-season only, he had already de- 
livered more suspensions than what 
had been given in the previous season 
altogether. Players are now being sus- 
pended and fined for playing aggres- 
sively in a way that has the potential to 
injure other skaters. 

Some say that Shanahan 
and his decisions will be the cause of 
players losing their edge and aggres- 
siveness, that it will “take hitting out 
of hockey” due to fear. I would say, 
monkey see, monkey do. Players will 
learn their lessons; hitting doesn’t 
mean being taken out of the league, 
but stupidity does. 


ie 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


Winnipeg Jets: A maze 
of a team 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


The 2011-2012 NHL season has be- 
gun and Canadians are ecstatic as we 
watch our nation field another hockey 
team this year. Winnipeg citizens went 
crazy in May 2011 as rumours and ne- 
gotiations were confirmed, and their 
long lost team was resurrected from 
what seemed to be death. True North 
Sports & Entertainment is responsible 
for the frenzy as the Canadian based 
company purchased the Jets for a 
whopping $170 million, 

The Jets were formerly a part of the 
NHL up until the 1996 season when 
the team relocated to Phoenix taking 
on the title of the Phoenix Coyotes. The 
team was hit with financial troubles 
around this time as they could not pay 
their players because of imbalances 
caused by the currency exchange. The 
Jets played their final season and held 
a farewell at their arena, commonly 
known as “the funeral” and made the 
long relocation to Arizona. 

Ironically enough, ten years later 
the Phoenix Coyotes skated into finan- 
cial troubles of their own. Research in 
Motion CEO Jim Balsillie has made 
countless offers to buy the team and 
have them relocated to Canada but has 
seen no success. Perhaps the pursuit 
of the franchise is the reason for RIM’s 
current problems in innovation. Al- 
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though Phoenix Coyotes are formerly 
the Winnipeg Jets, True North Sports 
& Entertainment acquired Atlanta 
Thrashers, another struggling NHL 
franchise, and resurrected the Jets. It 
seems “the funeral” held in Winnipeg 
was not enough to take the edge off 
of original Jets fans as they sought a 
team of their own for a second time. 

During the process of buying the At- 
lanta Thrashers franchise, True North 
Sports & Entertainment were on the 
ball (or puck) as they relocated their 
AHL team the Manitoba Moose to St. 
John’s Newfoundland. Knowing what 
was coming down the ice, they decided 
to get ready for the Jets. The St. John’s 
Ice Caps were successfully moved to 
the east coast and after the transac- 
tion, Winnipeg Jets moved into their 
home, the MTS center. 

Canadians’ only hope now is that 
the Jets actually win a game this sea- 
son, as they began the season with 
three losses. The rough start for the 
Jets is attributed to three unique 
teams. The Jets began their season 
losing horribly to the Montreal Ca- 
nadians 5-1, another Canadian team. 
Their second loss (4-3) came from the 
Chicago Blackhawks, largely made up 
of Canadian players. The team’s final 
loss came from their previous buyers 
the Phoenix Coyotes, 4-1. The Jets, at 
large, do not look much different than 
the previously named Atlanta thrash- 
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ers, although they have picked up a 
few new players to add to their roster. 
Winnipeg celebrated the return of 


' their team with a free family event in 


their city. The party included Cana- 
dian guest appearances from Ron Ma- 
clean, Three Days Grace and George 
Stroumboulopoulos. The celebration 
took place on October 6, involving a 
concert, the introduction of the new 
Jets and the opening of the 2011-2012 
season which was broadcasted on 
large screens as the Toronto Maple 
Leafs faced the Montreal Canadians. 
Despite a slow start, Manitobans as 
well as Canadians will be expecting a 
quick turnaround as we cheer on our 
teams this season and look for a Stan- 


ley Cup. 
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Badminton: a serious sport at Redeemer! 


STEPHEN BOWLER 


Redeemer is in its third year of hav- 
ing a varsity badminton team, and is 
becoming more recognized every yeal 
as a force to be reckoned with in the 
tournaments played in public colleges 
in Ontario. 

It was difficult for players to make 
the team this year, as many students 
came to the tryouts in early Septem- 
ber with the hopes of impressing the 
new head coach, Benno Kurvits. Each 
player brought their different skill sets 
to the table making it a daunting task 
for any coach to decide the team, The 
chosen athletes immediately began 
their training for the first tournament 
in mid-October. 

Over the October 14-15 weekend, 


the team kicked-off their season with 
their first invitational tournament at 
Humber College. Two athletes, Jer- 
emy Stevens and Katie Roth, were 
not able to attend and were missed 
greatly by their fellow teammates. The 
ten students who were able to attend 
were sent via bus to participate in 
two events: singles and doubles. Ex- 
citement grew in the air as the team 
boarded the bus to Humber College. 
The new competitors on this year's 
varsity badminton team line-up were 
nervous for their first tournament. As 
the team entered Humber, they were 
ready to give all they had on the court 
for the glory of the Lord. There were 
five events, four of which Redeemer 
participated in. These included men’s 
and women's singles as well as men’s 


and women’s doubles. Singles was the 
main event being contested on Friday 
and doubles was the main event on 
Saturday. 

There were a total of 14 colleges 
who participated in the Humber Cup 
2011, Both the West and the East came 
together for this event. In singles, Re- 
deemer fell short, as many athletes 
were knocked out; however, a few 
were able to advance quite far, Some 
notables include Randall Brus falling 
just short to Mohawk’s Chris Hong in 
the Flight A quarterfinals, and Dan 
Vanden Boogaard who put up a tre- 
mendous fight in the Flight B finals. 
Congratulations to both of them for 
making it that far. The other singles 
on the Redeemer team still played dili- 
gently in every match they participat- 


ed in, proving themselves to be a team 
not to be taken lightly. In doubles, Re- 
deemer was one of the top schools for 
players who advanced in the tourna- 
ment, Some notables include Janelle 
Koopmans and Katherine Harvey who 
won the Flight B finals, and Randall 
Brus and Stephen Bowler who fell 
short in Flight A to the third seeded 
team after winning a tough match 
against one of Seneca’s top doubles 
teams. All in all, Redeemer showed 
great competitive spirit and had one 
of the friendliest teams, always willing 
to talk and mingle with their rivals. 
More great things are expected from 
Redeemer's varsity badminton pro- 
gram as the team plays for the glory 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
This first invitational tournament at 


Humber College showed no sign of the 
determined athletes holding back in 
their striving to attain the goal of mak- 
ing it to February's Provincials 
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SIMON FALLON 


“As the leaves change from green to 
crisp autumn gold and the air begins 
to hold promise of an icy winter, we 
begin to witness our proud Royals soc- 
cer teams winding down their seasons. 
Many hard-fought battles have been 
won and lost out on the pitches in 
Hamilton and beyond. With six games 
played by both teams, the Royals have 
found a niche once again in the OCAA 
soecer world and have constantly dis- 
played a positive face for our beloved 
school. As Everett Graham, 2010's 
indoor rookie of the year states, “Our 
season can not be adequately repre- 
sented by the results found on paper, 
but in the sweat left on the pitch.” 

With the opening of our new soc- 
cer complexes the school finally had 
a chance, after the fan base dry spell 
of last year, to show our dedicated 
ithletes the support and energy they 
Migrating to a much closer 
location than the Costco fields has re- 
sulted in a much larger turnout to the 
of the games. Another initia- 
tive run by Peter Reid is the “Loyal 
Royal” campaign, encouraging people 
without much of an interest in the 


deserve 


wayority 
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sport to be immersed in it through the 
community surrounding the athletics 
program. 

When asked how she felt the Re- 
deemer Ladies team had evolved since 
last year, Coriander Stevens respond- 
ed, 

“This year has been a fresh start 
for the ladies; we lost roughly half the 
team from last year so there has been 
a lot of new players this year as well as 
an awesome new coach. This has been 
an excellent year for restructuring. It's 
definitely been beneficial to get new 
inputs from the recent addition to the 
coaching staff.” 

She continued by explaining what 
the biggest obstacle has been thus far: 

“We started the season off lack- 
ing focus and never really attained it 
by the end. Coming into the game we 
knew that Humber was first ranked 
and it was intimidating that way, but 
in the first 20 seconds of the game it 
really set the mood, left us feeling dis- 
couraged. Because we lost that game 
in the end it has affected us a little, but 
I think the tie on Saturday is boosting 
confidence again.” 

Stevens also spoke of the blessings 
that the team has received so far in 


the season. “I think we've been really 
blessed by filling our roster this year, 
we've been blessed by having enough 
players to have a team, I think we've 
been blessed with our new coach and 
the new facilities. Jordan, the athletic 
therapist, has also been a great help to 
our team, Lastly the fan support this 
year has been unbelievable, probably 
the reason we're undefeated on home 
turf,” 

Recent soccer enthusiast: Jennifer 
Budd, states, “I really enjoy the school 
spirit that has slowly been cultivated 
over this past soccer season, Myself 
not being an avid soccer fan before, I 
find it a true testament to our Christ- 
centered school that I can find myself 
riveted by the game like never before, 
a true testament to the fact that God is 
able to permeate through all things.” 

Both Redeemer’s teams ended the 
regular season this week. The men will 
be played on Tuesday, October 18 and 
the women on October 19. Saturday 
marks the date of Redeemers greatly 
anticipated soccer dome grand open 
ing. Ceremonies begin at 11 a.m. and 
the dome will be open for viewing all 
throughout the day, 


Cross Country Squads 


Gearing 


Up For 


Provincials 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Women’s 

Cross Country 
Aiming to 
Medal at OCAA 
Championships 


The men’s and women’s cross 
country teams have just over a week 
to go until their final showdown at 
the OCAA Provincial Championships 
in Kingston, ON. Both squads have 
been running hard all season and the 
women have a CCAA national rank- 
ing to show for it. “I am pleased with 
how our training has been going and | 
am happy with the results so far,” said 
Royals XC Coach Jeff Summerhays. 

After coming in fourth provincially 
at Fanshawe College's cross coun- 
try meet, the women were ranked as 
thirteenth overall in Canada. Ever 
since their season opener, the women 
haven't fielded a full-roster in a race 
and subsequently haven't shown their 
true form. 

The teamis currently led by first year 
standout Julie Koopmans (Chatham, 
ON) and fourth year captain Annie 
Stollery (Waterloo, ON). Both women 
finished in under 18 minutes on Uni- 
versity of Waterloo's 4 km course and 
under 25 minutes on Fanshawe’s 5 
km course. The women are looking to 
Alyssa De Shiffart (Nanaimo, BC) and 
Tracey Ubbens (Toronto, ON) to come 
in close as to the leaders as part of the 
Royals top four runners. The team 
also has a deep supporting east of run- 
ners including Rachel Vander Ven- 
nen (Cobourg, ON), Danica Thomsen 
(Stittsville, ON), Katie Hicks (Enni- 
skillen, ON), and Pam Brooker (To- 
ronto, ON), 

The women are coming off a recent 
race at Fleming College in which they 
placed fourth overall, despite not hav- 
ing their two top runners. De Shif- 
fart and Ubbens ran 
stepped up their game while Vander 
Vennen, Thomsen, and Hicks stuck 
together over the 5 km distance, Hicks 
improved her time 
onds on a much te 

The women aca at Brock: 


University this weekend as a tune- 
up for next week's championships in 
Kingston, ON. It looks as if this is their 
year to grab a top three finish from a 
strong OCAA field. Summerhays as- 
serts, “I really believe that these girls 
have a great chance to medal next 
week.” 


Men’s Cross 
Country Hungry — 
for a Top Finish > 


Despite never having a full-roster 
at the starting line of any of the three 
meets this fall, the men’s cross country 
team is confident in their chances for a 
medal at week's OCAA Champi- 
onships. The men finished sixth over- 
all at both Fanshawe and Fleming In- 
vitationals with a mixed roster missing 
the extent of its firepower. = 

The Royals are looking to big per- 
formances from fourth year captain 
Alex Van Geest (Taber, AB) and third 
year phenom Taylor rink 
(Port Lambton, ON). Kraayenbrink 
recently came off a record-breaking 
win at a half-marathon in Sarnia with 
a time of 1:17:44. The men will need 
key scoring from Nathan Verbaan 
(Bowmanville, ON), Jeremy Parsons 
(Colchester, ON) and Colten Gowan 
(Forest, ON) if they are going to dis- 
place strong teams from St. Lawrence, 
Mohawk, and Fleming. The men also 
have a supporting crew of Alexander 
Hamilton (Hamilton, ON) and Kyle 
McMamon (Windsor, ON) who is re- 
rant returning to form after battling 

ury. 

“Our guys are running well,” ¢¢ 
ments Summerhays. “I'm ant 
that we can have four solid races 
turned in with our top four aie 
25. I really think that it is possible to 
have one or two of our guys in the top 
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ROYALS 


Soccer season ends but spirits are high 


PHOTOS BY DAVID BAKKER 


Basketball Season Gets 


Rolling 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Men’s Basketball 
Shows Significant 
Potential 


The Royals men’s basketball team 
looks primed and ready to go this sea- 
son and set to show the OCAA that 
they can compete toe-to-toe with the 
best teams in the league. This year's 
squad is comprised of six returning 
players, two freshmen, three collegiate 

ers, and three players coming in 
from elsewhere, 

“We have a lot of new guys this year, 
a lot of transfers,” said team captain 
Navanga Burke (Mississauga, ON). 
With such diversity in their ranks, it's 
hard to predict how the season will 
play out for this year’s Royals. “This 
year looks promising for us,” said 
Burke, “We have a full roster coming 
out to practices and the guys really go 
hard out there.” Burke went on to say 


1 Redeemer has 
ever fielded. “I don't want to jinx us 
but think hiss going tobe our est 


year.” 
One thing is for certain, there’s 

ney ie room for improvement after 

, last season. 


tight loss to a highly-touted program 
from Fleming College (41-56). The 
Royals were leading by double digits 
at half-time but could not hold off the 
offense of the Knights. “We came real 
close to taking down Fleming,” said 
Burke, “and they are one of the top 
teams in the East.” 

The men are currently gearing up 
for an early season tournament at 
Lambton College this weekend. Make 
sure to check out the men’s team this 
year as they begin their quest for a 
spot in the OCAA Championships! 


Women’s 
Basketball 
Starting Fresh- 


The 2011-2012 women’s basketball 
team has a new, youthful look with 
eight first-year players on their ros- 
ter and only two seniors. Despite the 
overall inexperience of this year’s line- 
up, there seems to be a growing sense 
of optimism on the team. “We have 
ane Sone sr ahah 
said thire Hannah Van De 
. “We are definitely 


et 


(Tara, ON). “We have some great new 
additions to the team this year, includ- 
ing Holly Ryerse who is a first-year 
point guard. We were lacking a point 
guard last year.” Ryerse comes to Re- 
deemer from Brantford’s North Park 
Collegiate-Vocational School and is 
expected to make a big impact on the 
team this year. 

One player who won't be making 
much of an impact this fall is Mor- 
issa Lychak (Nepean, ON). Morissa 
recently sustained a serious leg injury 
and will be out for the time being. “We 
have had a major set-back with the 
injury of our top post,” Kellendonk 
claims. “She'll be back next semester, 
which will make the team more well- 
rounded.” 


The women are currently prepping 
for a four day trip to Eastern Canada 
in which they will play games in New 
Brunswick and Quebec, 


ee 5-4. 
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A Greener Redeemer 


Why the wallpaper matters too. 


ALICIA HUBERS 


One thing that Redeemer prides 
itself on is being green. We have a 
green team. We have earth week. It 
stands to reason that we would have 
cut down all unnecessary contribu- 
tions to our carbon footprint. Well, 
what if I told you that we haven't? 

I don’t want you to get the wrong 
impression. I sincerely appreciate 
everything that our school is doing to 
help our planet. I mean, how many 
schools can you find that carry more 
notebooks which are made out of 
recycled materials than notebooks 
which aren't? Our Buffalo Nature 
pens, pencils, and school supplies re- 
ally drive the point home by giving us 
alternatives which are both affordable 
and sustainable. 

I also appreciate the efforts our 
school has taken to increase the 
level of recycling. It is encourag- 
ing to see that waste is divided into 
paper, plastic, glass/metal, and other 
waste. There is a system in our dorms 
devoted to the proper and sanitary 
collection of compost. 

Need I say more? The book drives. 
The air hand dryers in place of paper 
towels. The double doors for in- 
creased insulation. The commendable 
efforts of our dedicated green team 
(who volunteer their time to make 
this planet a better place), the coffee 
cups made out of recycled materials. I 
could go on. 

No, the last thing I want is for you 
to get the impression that I am unsat- 
isfied. As far as green goes, Redeemer 
is right on track — almost. What I 
want to call attention to is something 
that our green team has no power to 


deal with, It is something that is right 
under our noses, something which 
screams for our attention. Ironi- 
cally, the very thing which we have 
overlooked is something precisely 
designed to catch our eye. It is our 
posters. 

I have noticed how professors are 
encouraged to keep their handouts 
to a minimum in order to help the 
environment. Hasn't anyone else 
been struck with the contrast between 
the standards for the environment 
in class compared to the rest of 
Redeemer? Did you know that at any 
given time there are almost 2,000 
sheets of paper hanging on our walls? 
I am not spending my tuition on any 
of the certainly important, but ines- 
sential, extracurricular events. So why 
is the paper budget being allotted to 
them and not the most essential part 
of Redeemer which is our education? 

The reason is this. There are so 
many posters up because there are so 
many posters up. If any of these well- 
meaning people from any of these un- 
doubtedly great events or programs 
wants to put up a poster, they have to 
compete with the multitude of posters 
already up and clamouring for our 
attention. Chances are, if they put up 
a reasonable amount of posters, their 
event would go unnoticed. As a result, 
they are forced to print out a ridicu- 
lous amount of posters just for their 
event or program to be noticed in 
the first place. So we are left with our 
dilemma; our walls are being clogged 
up by sign after sign. 

In Environmental Science they 
have what they call the “communal 
field” principle. If you want to know 
more about it, I’m sure you can ask 
Professor Berkelaar, but I’m just 


going to give you a brief overview. 
The term comes from shepherd- 
ing communities. There would be 
various flock owners with their own 
individual fields, and then a large, 
communal field in the centre. It was 
in every flock owner's ambition to 
raise as many sheep as possible, 
which meant putting as many sheep 
on the communal field as one could. 
Since every flock owner would do 
this, the communal field would be 
soon depleted. Now let's say that you 
were one of these flock owners. You 
can see that the field needs less sheep, 
so you withdraw some of yours. What 
will that do but make room for the 
other flock owners to put more sheep 
on? Either way, the field is going to 
be depleted. It is in each flock owner's 
best interest to keep putting sheep 
on the communal field. It would take 
the intervention of an outside force to 
keep the field to a sustainable level. 
The principle applies to the posters 
in our school. If the promoter of any 
one of these events decides to reduce 
the amount of posters they put up, 
their event will suffer for it, and the 
events which put up an excess of 
posters will benefit. The only reason 
that there are too many posters up is 
because there were already a ton of 
posters to begin with. It’s a nega- 
tive cycle. I’m sure the same amount 
of advertising can be achieved with 
fewer posters, as they won't have to 
fight each other as much, But we need 
an outside force. We need somebody 
to step in and enforce a cutback. That 
part is up to you. 


Vote Informed? 


APRIL MARRATTO 
EMMA COATES 


While on break from our evening 
Philosophy class we noticed an elec- 
tion poster saying “Vote for a Poverty 
Free Ontario.” The poster claims to be 
helping the student body to “vote in- 
formed”; however, we believe it raises 
more questions than answers. What 
if you are not voting in the Hamilton 
Centre riding? Are we to assume 
that the answers to the questions 
posed are party-wide? What exactly 
is meant by the headings “Employ- 
ment Sustainability”; “Affordable 
Housing”; “Strong Community”; and 
“Income Security”? What questions 
were asked to produce the answers as 
shown on the grid? Are we to assume 
that the NDP party, for instance, 
believes it is a good idea for the 
employment market to be unstable? 
Where were the party’s stances on 
pro-life issues? What were the party's 
responses to the McGuinty education 
reform? (On that note, how many 
students at Redeemer actually know 
what McGuinty’s education reform is 
about?) Should the Christian Heritage 
Party have been given a voice? The 
poster advocates that we vote for a 
“Poverty Free Ontario”, yet in light of 
the answers given by the candidates 
(none had perfect marks) how are we 
supposed to do that? Do Redeemer 
students feel the weight of their civic 
duty to vote? 

In discussing these questions we 
realized that they might reflect a 
larger issue. Dr. Bartholomew is con- 
stantly calling the young generation 
out on their addiction to apathy. Were 
the Redeemer students apathetic? 
Did students base their votes on the 
poster's check-marks? An informed 
student would not. 

So what does being informed 
entail? 


According to friends that attend 
other Ontario universities, the parties 
were well represented. Why did only 
one candidate (ironically from the 
only party who declined to comment 
for the poster) come to our campus? 
Redeemer students should be known 
for being active and informed mem- 
bers of our community — our vote 
should matter! We should be pushing 
candidates on issues that we think are 
important as Christians, forcing them 
to answer the tough questions. We 
may be small in number, but we are 
important. 

Even if the campus isn’t doing any- 
thing — it doesn’t mean the students 
shouldn't either. Dr. Bartholomew 
also talks to his students about how 
he respects that the Marxists groups 
in other universities are always meet- 
ing until the wee hours of the morn- 
ing discussing their views — not just 
to reinforce them but to put them into 
practice in their daily lives. He asks 
whether any of us would do the same. 
Perhaps many students at Redeemer 
would say that yes, they would talk 
about their Christianity until the early 
morning, but are we seeing the fruits 
of this on our campus? Sometimes it 
feels like we spend so much time fig- 
uring out who is or is not getting into 
heaven that we forget that our first 
priority as Christians is to bring the 
Kingdom of God to earth, to be God's 
light in the world today. Being active 
in politics through the election would 
have been one of many opportunities 
for us to get involved as Christians in 
our greater community. We should 
have been researching these issues, 
the campus should have been buzzing, 
with talk of election (and we don't 
mean the unconditional type). 


The Music we play weighs heavily 


AMANDA CURRAN 


Redeemer is a place in which stu- 
dents can grow and be enriched aca- 
demically, spiritually and physically. 
Why is it then that one of the depart- 
ments in which we strive to encour- 
age a healthy lifestyle at Redeemer is 
a place in which “unhealthy” music is 
played? 

What a student listens to on their 
own music device is a personal choice 
(as long as it is not blaring out of 
their ears so loud that the person on 
the next treadmill over can hear it, 
in which case it becomes more than 
just personal), but what I want to 
address is the music that is commu- 
nally shared by students via public 
speakers in the weight-room. Isn't it 
slightly ironic that as we are getting 
physical exercise in the weight room, 
we are at the same time hearing 
lyrics that bring us down spiritually 
and pollute our minds? I am just as 
guilty as anyone else for sometimes 
enjoying the popular music that is 
played, but over my past two years 
at Redeemer it is something that 
has begun to convict me more and 
more. I began by making sure that I 
had my own music with me so that I 
could avoid hearing the lyrics of the 
communally played music; however, 
to completely drown it out requires 
my own music to be at a volume that 


would most likely cause some injury 
to my ears. Thus, I came to the real- 
ization that maybe simply drowning 
out the other music was not the best 
solution. 

Psalm 150:1-6 calls us, as Chris- 
tians, to “Praise the Lord! Praise God 
in his sanctuary; praise him in his 
mighty heavens! Praise him for his 
mighty deeds; praise him accord- 
ing to his excellent greatness! Praise 
him with trumpet sound; praise him 
with lute and harp! Praise him with 
tambourine and dance; praise him 
with strings and pipe! Praise him 
with sounding cymbals; praise him 
with loud clashing cymbals!” These 
verses beg the question of what it 
is that we as Christians should be 
listening to — shouldn't it be music 
that will essentially praise God? Is 
that What Lady Gaga, LMFAO, Niki 
Minaj, and other popular artists are 
doing through their music? Are the 
conversations of the between-song 
announcers edifying and honouring 
to God? (If you just said yes, then you 
may want to get your ears checked 
and listen again to the things they 
talk about.) Most people know the 
saying “garbage in, garbage out,” yet 
there are few who really think about 
the implications of that statement in 
relation to their lives. Regardless of 
whether or not you claim to listen to 
the lyrics, you are filling your mind 


with false ideals, distorted views, and 
essentially garbage of this world. If 
we listen to songs that have deroga- 
tory terms, foul language, inappropri- 
ate themes, and lyrics that are overall 
dishonouring to God, then it will be 
revealed through our lives. This is 
not to say that that music you listen 
to makes you who you are, but what 
you put in to your body will eventu- 
ally come out in some way, 

Now, I have to admit that a lot of 
the music played in the weight room 
is very helpful in pumping up the 
mood for an intense workout; how- 
ever, are we willing to compromise 
glorifying God in our music choice in 
order to have that intense workout? 

I have heard students say before 

that a simple solution to the various 
music choices of people is to simply 
play no music in the weight room. At 
the same time I have heard students 
remark that this would be problem- 
atic for the energetic atmosphere of 
the weight room, as well as for those 
students who do not have iPods or 
MP3 players upon which to play their 
own music. We all know that part of 
the atmosphere of the weight room is 
music that helps provide energy. Yet, 
there is music put out by artists that 
does glorify God in its content (some 
may not be appropriate for a worship 
services, but that is a different topic), 
and is very capable of providing that 


energy boost for working out. Work- 
ing out to this music helps provide 
you not only with what you need 
physically, but also with spiritual 
encouragement and refreshment. 

As Christians we are to fill our ears 
with things that bring us closer to 
Christ, not with things of the world 
that cause us to run away from Christ 
like an unfaithful bride. I am in no 
way condemning all music that is 
not specifically Christian, as I know 
that the topic of Christians and music 
choice is one that can be highly 
debated. However, I am asking you 
to simply think about what kind of 
message Redeemer is portraying, 
through our communal music choice, 
as well as through your own personal 
music choices. The Bible clearly tells 
us what it is that we should be filling 
our minds with: “Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is honour- 
able, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excel- 
lence, if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these things” 
(Philippians 4:8). 

I want to simply leave you with a 
few final questions to think about. 
How are we different than any other 
university campus if students walk 
into our athletic centre, cafeteria, 
or Recreation Centre, or attend our 
volleyball games and hear music that 


The views presented do not necessarily represent the opinions of 
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is no different from that of any other 
school? How are we to be ambas- 
sadors for Christ and examples in all 
we do, if visitors hear music that in 
no way represents what Redeemer 
stands for as a Christian community? 
Redeemer seeks to in all things glorify 
God - is that what the music we play 
reflects? 
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Editorial: Let’s be Facebook friends! 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


This past month, there has been 
an impressive amount of news stories 
reflecting our selfish and ridiculous 
nature 

BlackBerry has some technology 
transfer issues and humans every- 
where fear mass communication 
failures. 

Friday, October 21st is the second 
predicted apocalypse this year, cour- 
tesy of Mr. Harold Camping. 

Steve Jobs dies and suddenly 
the mock-turtleneck becomes hot 
fashion. 

Amazon.com (you know, that 
wonderful site students use to bypass 
bookstore prices), is being sued for 
revealing an actress's age. 

My absolute favourite? 
19% Turnout for Provincial elec 


tion n all-time low, because 


polls, a 
veryone seems to have a bad case of 
voter burnout. 

Interestingly enough, not one of 
these news stories were revealed 
to me as a result of CBC news, The 
Hamilton Spectator, The Globe and 


Mail, or any other legitimized and 
trusted news source. 

No, each of these were courtesy of 
a little social networking system we 
all use: Facebook. 

Facebook is not even a decade old, 
but it has it’s own movie, a $4.27 
billion revenue, and over 800 million 
active users. If I need to know what 
is going on in the world, I don’t go to 
the newspapers, I go to Facebook. 

I’m a little embarrassed to admit 
that I learned about Bin Laden's 
death (maybe 10 minutes after it 
happened) over Facebook. I’m equally 
embarrassed to admit that I par- 
ticipated in the Steve Jobs eulogistic 
status update fest (because I have a 
MacBook named Lucy that was in 
a mood the day of his passing). My 
opinions regarding the Wall Street 
strike have probably been influenced 
more by social networking than actual 
news 

And we can't forget that Facebook 
recently changed its appearance 
(again), causing a wave of unim 
pressed status updates and threat- 
ened boycotts. 

It’s just too bad that there aren't 


bigger fish for us North Americans 
to fry. 

I hope many of you have seen the 
recent critiques of Jobs circulating 
through the Facebook world. One of 
the most poignant images - and the 
one that prompted this editorial - was 
a split screen picture with a photo- 
graph of Steve Jobs on one side and 
a group of starving African children 
on the other. The caption reads, “One 
dies and millions ery. Millions die and 
no one cries.” 

This powerful image caused me 
to doa reality check. Judging by the 
fifteen-minutes of fame headlines 
I pulled from this month, I can see 
where my social allegiances fall. 
When organizations such as Invisible 
Children, the International Justice 
Mission, or Be the Voice, raise their 
humanitarian flag, | cannot help 
but be ashamed of the fact that, as a 
Christian, I don't always stand undet 
them 


Jocial networking has become 


ubiquitous, divulging more opinions 
of more people on more hot topics 
than news broadcasters bear to keep 


up with. In a world where anything 


can be said, ‘Freedom of Speech’ is 
undermined by the politically correct. 
Twitter is a perfect example. 

But here it is: we need to remem- 
ber that not every opinion presented 
on a social network site is valuable. In 
fact, not every status update, blog en- 
try, or tweet is conducive to brilliance. 
Most of what we throw flippantly up 
in cyberspace is our own version of 
fifteen-minute fame. We are excited 
when people follow us on Twitter 
or befriend us on Facebook. Why? 
Because it means someone actually 
cares about our opinion. 

It’s important to take opinion for 
what it is: opinion. And opinion can 
be dangerous. Recently, 
released through the Canadian Uni 


an article was 
versity Press discussing court cases 
and Facebook hate crime. Charges 
were laid on a student who added 
: slanderous comment regarding a 


protesso! toa public 2rOup on the 
website 
Inter 


il credit their burnout ti 


estingly, many younger voter 
) ongoin 
politically oriented social network 
When BlackBerry 


technical problems 


conversations 


arose, users 


Tweeted or updated their Facebook 


status to make the world aware of 
their sudden technological impover- 
ishment. We join Facebook causes to 
prove we care. We blog to be philoso- 
phers. We Tweet so that everyone else 
in the world knows we know that they 
know we know. 

And honestly, I’m as guilty of it as 
the next person. I've bought into the 
entirely false mentality that my opin- 
ion matters. The world cares what I 
do. Humility... What's that? Go ahead 
and laugh, but you are still reading 
this editorial. 

So what if my dad is going to get a 
few nice mock-turtlenecks for Christ- 
mas this vear. He wore them long 
before Jobs made them popular 
that actres 
about the millions dying that no one 


er ibout. For the re 


And 
should be more worried 
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Don’t listen to Mark 
Zuckerberg: anonymity 
and privacy still have 
their place 


The centralization of all our personal data in the hands of 
a few powerful interests should worry us 


ISHMAEL N. DARO 
THE SHEAF 
(U OF SASKATCHEWAN) 


ASKATOON (CUP) — There was 
a time when most email addresses 
included references to princesses, 
sparkles or surfing. Perhaps you re- 
member this time, when MSN Mes- 
senger was king and MySpace was still 
a pedophile’s best friend. 

People’s online identities are no 
longer divorced from their offline 
lives. It’s likely that the email on your 
resume is something that identifies 
you by name — something that “surf- 
erpunk88@hotmail.com” never quite 
did. 

The trend toward real identities on- 
line has undoubtedly been bolstered 
by Facebook. The social network in- 
sists on people using their real names 
and founder Mark Zuckerberg is a 
well-known foe of anonymity. 

“The days of you having a different 
image for your work friends or co- 
workers and for the other people you 
know are probably coming to an end 
pretty quickly,” he told David Kirkpat- 
rick, author of The Facebook Effect. 
“Having two identities for yourself is 
an example of a lack of integrity.” 

Zuckerberg has financial and philo- 
sophical reasons for this position. 
Each tidbit of personal data we feed 
into Facebook allows him to sell ever 
more targeted advertising on the site 
— which has helped make the Har- 
vard dropout one of the youngest bil- 
lionaires in the world. But Zuckerberg 
also thinks anonymity leads to bad be- 
haviour, letting people get away with 
things they would not otherwise say 
or do, 


‘There's sme lope oti. Tink of s 


a part of the Internet, and making 
people stand behind their words with 
their real identities helps to cut down 
on the stupidity. 

When the technology blog Tech- 
Crunch switched over to only allowing 
comments tied to Facebook accounts, 
two things happened. First, it led to 
much more intelligent discussion. 
Second, the number of comments 
dropped by about half. 

Therein lies the crux of the matter. 
Making people put their names down 
may improve manners, but it can also 
lead to less participation. Free speech 
can be messy and sometimes danger- 
ous. You can’t always say publicly 
what you feel privately, as dissidents 
in Iran and China sometimes find out 
the hard way. There needs to be room 
to anonymously march against injus- 
tice or, if need be, call someone a Nazi 
on a message board without every act 
coming back to haunt you. 

Jeff Jarvis, author of Public Parts, 
writes that the two forces at play are 
identity and reputation: “Our identi- 
ties are the first-person expressions 
of ourselves. Our reputations are oth- 
ers’ third-person views of us, Thanks 
to our increasing publicness, the two 
are coming closer and sometimes into 
conflict.” 

People have a right to fa sees 
as well as to the various parts of their 


al data in the hands of a few powerful 
interests should worry us. No amount 
of browsing history truly represents 
your full personality, but it can re- 
veal many embarrassing things. Your 
health records, in the wrong hands, 
could paint a very warped image of 
you. Your text messages may show you 
hopelessly addicted to sexting. Your 
credit card company might think that 
all you do is watch Vietnamese porn. 

Consider the $1-billion security pact 
being worked out between Canada 
and the United States. The proposed 
deal could give American border 
agents a deep look into your personal 
information, They could then bar you 
from travelling into the U.S. for trivial 
reasons. 

If everything we do gets tagged, up- 
loaded and tweeted, we will lose our 
ability to make mistakes or keep our 
secrets, There is no need to be para- 
noid about this, but as information 
flows more freely in a wired world, 
we may soon find unwanted bits of 
ourselves swimming in the digital 
stream 


Time to 


turn 


out turnitin. 


com 


LEISHA SENKO 
THE SPUTNIK 
WILFRID LAURIER 


Plagiarism is a conversation topic 
that flies under the radar for most of 
the academic year. It’s reintroduced 
to students only when papers are due 
or when when ethics policies are re- 
viewed at the beginning of a school 


major issues. The site is also infamous 
for its false positives and questionable 
algorithm — that’s strike one, as far as 
I’m concerned. 

Next, there’s the issue of intellec- 
tual property. Most students, when 
asked, aren’t particularly over the 
moon about giving their work to a 
company that will then use it to build 
its database and even market its prod- 


year. But plagiarism isthrownintothe ct. Strike two. ‘ 
spotlight when students are asked to Lastly, and most importantly, we 
submit their works to the online data- — ghould 4 seriously concerned Shout 
base turnitin.com, allowing businesses to come into the 
Last year, I interviewed Jesse Ros- classroom as teaching mercenaries. 
senfeld, a former McGill University They have absolutely no interest in 
student who refused to submit his pa- improving the situation. For turni- 
per to turnitin.com. Back then, he was tin.com, the worst possible scenario 
a lonely voice crying injustice, and al-' would be a decrease in plagiarism or 
though he won the right to a personal an increase ethical policies and prac- 
exemption, he did not succeed in get- tices that would bridge the divide » 
ting rid of the site’s use altogether. between student and teacher and ad- 
Recently, Dalhousie University took dress the root causes of plagiarism. 
that plunge. Following in the footsteps strike three. 
of a few American schools, its Stu- Academic plagiarism shouldn't be 
dents’ Union has won the battle to get ur scarlet letter. It is a real issue, of 
turnitin.com out of the school com- course, but not one that should make 
pletely; this means there is no longer ys hang our heads in shame or turn our 
a contract between the two partiesand —_ ¢lassrooms over to corporations. What 
professors no longer use the site to we should be judged on, measured by ~ 
i apie Saco and scrutinized for is how we deal 
easant with plagiarism. Do we pull together 
ee ae with preg Stu- and stress a higher sense of ethics? 
ts’ Union last winter, I was left po we strive to come up with more 
with the distinct impression that the creative assignments? Do we reach 
pik serene to be tedious and yt and provide more support services 
rome tae ney. or nt leaders for students trying to write papers? 
fight, citing the protection Unfortunately, many schools — unlike 
of ae property and necessary — alhousie University — aren't making 4 
1 cosa isto tn innporan ee ——* 
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DR. SYD HIELEMA 


ARE YOU 
JOYEUEL. YE Le 


Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say 
it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your re- 
quests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understand- 
ing, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4: 4-7). 


Peace is joy resting; joy is peace danc- 
ing (Scottish proverb). 


The Joy 
the Box 


JACKIE LIEUWEN 
COPY EDITOR 


Sunday, October 20, hosted the 
econd Church in the Box event of 
this academic year. The theme for the 
Church in the Box services this year 
is the fruit of the spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), 
and this past Sunday event focused on 
the second fruit — joy. The message 
was given by Russ Irwin, a previous 
Psychology professor at Redeemer! 
who was well-liked and admired by 
many in the Redeemer community. 
He did not begin by explaining what 
joy is or even that the source of joy is 
Christ (though that truth was evident 
through what he said); instead, he 
spent his time speaking of the ways 
that Christians have allowed the devil 
to steal the joy of Christ from us. We 
often look into the mirror and listen 
to the devil as he tells us that we are 


ugly, that we are not good enough, 


Welcome to midterm week at Re- 
deemer University College! Are you 


joyful yet? 


According to Jesus, those two sentenc- 
es don't belong in the same paragraph. 
Our joy doesn’t flow from what kind of 
a week we are having. Instead, our joy 
(or lack of it) flows from the kind of 
yokes we are wearing. As Jesus invites 
us to take on his yoke, he’s also chal- 
lenging us to remove any other yokes 
that we might be wearing. - 
So here's a better paragraph: who's 
yokes are you wearing as you begin 
this week, the one Jesus invites you to 
join him in or the ones Satan tempts 
you to wear? And to what extent do 
these yokes give you room to live joy- 
fully? 

Here's a sampling of three of the non- 
Jesus yokes that I see on campus (and, 
of course, there are many more than 
these three): 

The yoke of achievement: I have to 
prove that I’m a worthwhile person by 
achieving good things in my work as 
a student, staff person or professor. 
I convince myself that peace and joy 
flow from my resume, my grades, my 


job evaluations. 


The yoke of how others perceive me: 

ponder this sentence in slow motion 
“Tam who I think you think I am.” 

I convince myself that peace and joy 

flow from the good opinions that I 

think others have of me. 

The yoke of being a good person: I try 


to live by the moral code that is based 
on my faith commitment. I try to con- 
vince myself that peace and joy flow 
from my sense of being a pretty good 
person, 

Do you wear any of these yokes? Are 
there other non-Jesus yokes that you 
wear? I'll tell you one of mine: there's 
a voice inside my heart that keeps try- 
ing to convince me that the yoke of 
achievement will give me joy, 

False yokes like these usually provide 
some temporary relief, but ultimately 
they distort our identity, twisting us to 
try to be someone we cannot be, there- 
by leaving us anxious, suffocating the 
peace and joy that the Spirit desires to 
grow in us. 

Inside the Jesus yoke, we can begin to 
sing the words David sang in Psalm 
139: “you created my inmost being; 
you knit me together in my mother's 
womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full 
well” (vs. 13-14). 

If you can sing that on a Monday 
morning, you're on the way to a week 
of walking in joy, midterms and all. 


of Church tn 


that we are worthless. Irwin reaf- 
firmed the truth that we are made 
in God's image, we are precious to 
God, and God delights in us and 
loves every little thing about us. The 
underlying truth of the message was 
that joy is found by dispelling the lies 
of the devil that tell us we aren't good 
enough and by finding our identity in 
our Heavenly Father, whose delight in 
us is infinite and eternal. 

Following the message, the CEW 
(Creative-Expressive Worship) 
team performed the “Everything” 
skit by Lifehouse. The team made 
several slight but powerful altera- 
tions to the skit, such as having two 
people involved in each representa 
tive struggle, contributing to the 
overwhelmingly difficult struggles 
faced, as well as omitting the lyrics of 
the song, opening the skit up to new 
and more personal interpretations. It 
was very impactful, to visually see the 
truth of the message demonstrated, to 


watch as a girl is slowly drawn away 
from Christ, listening to the voices of 
the people around her and the devil 
until she reaches the point of feeling 
utterly worthless and is prepared to 
take her own life. But then to see what 
happens when she finally chooses to 
fight the voices and the lies that have 
caused her to hate herself, to see the 
victory that Christ wins for her when 
she finally decides to run back to 

him — it was truly inspiring and, as 
always, the prayer is that it will move 
the community to reach out to Christ 
and break free of the burdens of our 
appearance-focused culture to claim 
the joy of the LORD as our strength. 
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Children visits 
Redeemer 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


On Wednesday, October 19, 2011, 
Invisible Children, a non-profit, non- 
governmental organization came to 
Redeemer University-College to raise 
awareness for the desperate need of 
support in Northern Uganda and the 
Congo. 

For 20 years Joseph Kony has led 
the Lord’s Resistance Army, invad- 
ing villages, attacking families and 
abducting children to join the army. 
Northern Uganda has received current 
relative peace, but the rebel’s army 
has now infiltrated the Congo and is 
continuing to brutalize and attack. 

At chapel, the Invisible Children 
team aired a video titled “Emmy,” fol- 
lowing the life of 14-year old Emmy 
who grew up in war-torn Northern 
Uganda, and Kenny, a volunteer in 
Uganda, who became close friends 
with Emmy. 

Emmy's father had died of HIV/ 
Aids and his mother, Christine, was 
also very sick because of HIV/Aids. 
Emmy travelled two days a month 
through a war-torn area to get medi- 
cine for his mother, At this point in 
the video, Emmy is asked what he 
considers a family. “A family has a 
mother and a father or it is not a fam- 
ily”. During, the film, Emmy’s mother 
dies quicker than expected and Emmy 
is left as an orphan, “I blame God for 
taking my mother because we were so 


young to stand on our own.” Emmy’s 
family feared he was infected as a car- 
rier of HIV/Aids because his parents 
both had it, so Kenny took him to get 
tested. The room irrupted with smiles 
and tears of joy as it was announced 
that Emmy's results were negative; he 
was able to breathe again. After Emmy 
became an orphan, his elder sister, 
Jolly, took him in as her son and has 
provided a family and supported his 
education. At the end of the video, 
Emmy is asked again to define a fam- 
ily, and he says, “If you sit together, I 
can now call that a family.” 

Juliet, who was born in Uganda at 
the on-set of the war, came on stage 
after the film was shown and said, “We 
are on a quest to restore hope to the 
children of Congo.” Through dona- 
tions and monthly support, invisible 
children works to educate, nourish 
and help children who are shaped and 
hurt by war and sickness. 

Invisible children volunteers were 
available at Redeemer all day, selling 
merchandise and answering ques- 
tions. 

Juliet captured our responsibility as 
Christians in this broken world by say- 
ing, “we are all God’s children and we 
have a duty of loving each other.” 

To donate or find more information 
about Invisible Children visit www.in- 
visiblechildren.com . 
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Christ in 


Community: 
Cross Culture 


20171 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


Saturday, October 1, 2011, marked 
this year’s annual Cross Culture. It 
was a day-long event for students 
to participate in community service 
through various volunteer organi- 
zations in Hamilton. The event was 
hosted by Wentworth Baptist church, 
where students met in the morning 
and late afternoon. 

Participants were spread through- 
out different activities such as Habitat 
for Humanity, Living Rock, Helping 
Hands, etc. Students were given the 
opportunity to engage in various acts 
of community service by cleaning, 
folding, serving food and getting to 
know people in the Hamilton com- 
munity. The event was geared towards 
secondary and post-secondary stu- 
dents and focuses on shifting atten- 
tion away from one’s self and towards 
selflessness and humility. The day ran 
from 8:30 a.m, to 5 p.m. 

The day began with breakfast, 
worship, and a short sermon. Seeing 
tired eyed students use their Saturday 
morning to serve was both inspiring 
and humbling. Despite the exhausted 
silence of listeners, students seemed 
excited for the day’s work and ready to 
give whatever energy they had. A de- 
sire to do God's work was evident as 
students worshipped passionately and 
listened intently. 


Pastor Dave Overholt encouraged 
three prayers for the day: give me 
eyes to see what you see, grant me the 
strength to be bold, and may no one 
see but you Lord, 

The day reflected this commitment 
as students returned to Wentworth 
with stories of Christ’s love and humil- 
ity. The groups were given a chance to 
discuss the day with other members of 
their school and were eager to speak 
as the room filled with excited chat- 
ter. Afterwards, students were able 
to share in front of the group the mo- 
ments where Christ was most evident; 
one group had filled an entire city bus 
with donated food. The day concluded 
with worship and a video chronicling 
the day’s events. 

Kylie Posteraro, who helped coor- 
dinate the event, said, “I think Cross 
Culture is important because it gives 
new Redeemer students the chance 
to see a bit of what downtown is like. 
It's so easy to become comfortable in 
the Redeemer bubble, but making a 
trip downtown for the day is really eye 
opening.” 

Many students were introduced 
to organizations downtown for the 
first time, “I had the chance to bring 
grade 12 youth to the Living Rock. It 
was sweet being with them and seeing 
them so excited about serving and it's 
definitely contagious! I LOVE CROSS 
CULTURE!” said Posteraro, 

The next Cross Culture event takes 
place March 31, 2012. 
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What is worship? 


GREG HIEBERT 


It would seem like an easy thing 
to define for Christians because we 
are called to worship in all things; yet 
there are continually sermons, books 
and debates about the proper way to 
worship. We are bombarded with the 
ideas of the prosperity gospel on the 
one hand, where your worship gets 
turned into gold that God rewards you 
with, and on the other the humorless 
worship of flagellants eager to beat 
their body into a bloody mess in an at- 
tempt to be humble before God. Most 
commonly the attitude to worship is 
that it is confined to singing songs and 
thanking God for food. 

“What?” you say, “my church isn’t 
like that. My pastor or priest is always 
stressing that we should worship God 
in all things and that real worship be- 
gins once we leave the church.” Why 
then do I continually hear debates 
about worship styles and proper ways 
to worship? What are these debates 
about? Not how can we properly wor- 
ship God while studying monkeys and 
moons, but what instruments and 
dress is proper for the morning wor- 
ship session and how much movement 
the pew sitters should exhibit while 
singing. 

I say that it’s balderdash. It’s time 
to loosen the bolts and blow the doors 
wide open. This universe isn’t big 
enough to contain the things I can wor- 
ship my God with. “But wait,” you say, 
“I give thanks to God before bed and 
food and that’s outside church.” Excel- 
lent! I’m here to explore my continual 
desire to praise God in all things, and 
I mean all. Pray unceasingly says the 
Book and I mean to take it literally. 

“But wait, how can I pray ceaseless- 
ly when I’m not in my Sunday clothes 
or closing my eyes and hands? What 
if I think of something on the subway 


that delights me and I can’t get into 
the ‘proper mind to worship?” Good 
grief. David danced half-naked before 
the ark and did God strike him dead? 
Nope! Instead, his wife was struck 
barren when criticized him. Eyes 
closed and hand clasped, bowed knees 
and crooked back are all well and good 
in their place, but false humility serves 
none. I guarantee worshipping God 
through reading the Bible or any other 
books means opening your eyes. Paul 
building tents and Solomon’s workers 
building the temple had to unfold their 
hands. In church do we not stand to 
sing? Any position and place is proper 
territory to praise our God! 

If worship and prayer is at its heart 
communication with the Creator and 
Redeemer of all things, why can’t we 
talk to him about everything? Can't I 
tell him about that cool insect I found 
on the bridge, a plot twist in a thriller 
and a laugh shared between friends? 
Well humbug, we have to say proper 
things to God like “make me holy,” 
“change my heart” and “I praise you 
God and thank you that I am so righ- 
teous in my worship.” I refuse! I refuse 
to contain my communications with 
God to the proscribed by the Phari- 
sees’ list. Indeed, I want to be holy, I 
want to be humble, but think how we 
could be transformed if we bring God 
into everything. We have the Spirit 
helping make our words sound like 
music to the Father's ears and we are 
told to be as children. What better way 
is there to be like children than com- 
ing to our Father with every little thing 
we discover in this delightful canvas of 
creation? You found out something in- 
teresting about viruses? You laughed 
outrageously at a comedy sketch? You 
beat that puzzle? You scored a touch- 
down? You discovered a tasty treat? 


Dearest First Years: Theatre 100 


AARON DEVOS 


I will never forget my first day in The- 
ater 100. Our teacher informed the 
class that we would spend a lot of time 
in “dance circles.” Along the outskirts 
of the room the class formed a circle, 
with the exclusion of one person 
placed in the center, The music started 
and e e danced however the mu- 


students. 
Dancing isn't terribly bad, Deis 
in front of others — this is the material 
ae Gar aie, ateciae 

at ‘of the dance circle, 
ne is phiare been in the peniter 


at least once. To make matters worse, 
this was our first class, making it a 
room filled with strangers, acquain- 
tances, and a few friends. 

Theater 100 is a part of the Arts re- 
quirement in order to graduate; thus, 
in our class of about 30 students only 
a small minority were in the theater 
program. The class consisted of stu- 
dents studying physical education, 
psychology, teaching, business, and 
a few others. This is the category in 
which I fell; my dancing experience 
was niltch. No experience dancing 


_ in front of a mirror and especially no 


dancing in front of others, 

It was our class’ first dance circle and 
the teacher offered to start. The gen- 
eral rule was that the person in the 


center was supposed to stay there for a 


few moments and then dance towards 
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anew person. The teacher wasn't danc- 
ing long before he started looking and 
dancing in my direction. I remember 
wondering, hoping, and nearing the 
point of praying that he was giving eye 
contact to someone else. It wasn’t until 
he was nearly arms length away that I 
realized that he was after me. 

Flight kicked in and I flew. I flew along 
the outside of the circle with the teach- 
er chasing me down. Without looking 
too foolish, I managed to do it all while 
having the appearance of dancing. It 
was inevitable that he would catch up 
to me, and I had to spend at least a few 
moments attempting to dance. 

My head quickly compiled a list of 
moves, I would start one move with the 
arms only to realize that my legs were 
not involved, By the time I got my legs 
into some form of action, I then had to 


agment of Africa . 


In one month I have been stretched 


“and pushed by an entire country of 
people who desire so strongly for any 


leave. I cannot leave it unsaid how- 

ever, that the most critical part of this 
trip that I feel needs to be shared, and 
needs to be shared ee ee 


me by the hand wherever I go, he will 
lead the way. In the midst of lonely 


days, in the midst of unfamiliarity, 
in the midst of fear, He wil hold my 


worry about my hips becoming stag- 
nant, then my arms started forgetting 
what they were doing and the cycle 
continued. It was a complete disaster. 
I left the circle as soon as I could. 
Almost everyone left the circle as soon 
as they could. 

The beauty of that first class, as scary 
as it was, was the realization that ey- 
eryone has at least some fear towards 
what others may perceive of them. 
The other great learning experience of 
that course took about a dozen more 
classes for us to realize. Once students 
such as myself stopped compiling lists 
of moves, the movements became 
much more natural and beautiful to 
watch. Over time the dance circles 
became the best part of the class. Not 
only would one student be in the cen- 
ter, but many more would come and 


ea 


hand. Wherever you are today, may 
you never forget the promise that 
he will never leave you. You could 
be in the middle of class or writing 
a midterm or visiting old friends, or 
you could even be on an adventure 
all by your lonesome on the other 
side of the world! Trust me when I 
say that He will never ever leave you. 
Inthe bacttws raaethe Tohallenes 
you to pray with faith for something 
that your eyes have never seen. Pray 
for this community of Asamankese, 
that God will continue to hold tight 
to the hands that have grasped onto 


things they are learning. 
from the ends of the earth, from its 


Who better to delight in it with you 
than the One who brought all this 
into being. You can grieve with God 
when you see suffering and evil, you 
can smile at the beautiful and you can 
worship in all acts, deeds, words and 
thoughts. Try to imagine the church 
living every act as a song of praise to 
God at work, at school and at play. 
This isn’t about feeling guilty because 
you didn’t spend an hour specifically 
praying, or forgetting about God when 
you close the door to that building on 
Sunday, but it’s about bringing Him 
into everything. This isn’t about a big 
brother watching our every move so 
he can throw stones at us, but it’s an 
awesome God delighting with us in the 
bread crumbs He spread in our path. 
And when we fail and sin and get hurt 
God will be there to pick up the pieces 
with us. 

Think of the possibilities! All is now 
the Kingdom! No rock, no home, no 
country will not be colonized by the 
worshipers of the risen Christ. We'll 
be committing entomology, sociology, 
farms, houses, forests, reading, writ- 
ing, bubble blowing, hair dying, video 
gaming, pets, friendships and disas- 
ters to the One who wants to redeem 
them all. So go out and conquer all 
aspects of life with the One who con- 
quered the last enemy and don’t stop 
giving Him praise ‘till they nail the lid 
on your little buried box. He’s taken 
care of that too. 

Greg Hiebert is a Redeemer gradu- 
ate. He currently lives in Yangsan, 
Gyeongsangnam-do, South Korea. 
This article can be found atwww.fath- 
omthedepths.com, which Greg au- 
thors along with his brother, Jeff. 


join in. 


The same fear of others that I discov- 
ered in dance circles I have found arise 
more and more often during my time 
at Redeemer. Fear to speak up during 
a class, fear to step forward when no 
one else will, and a fear to walk out of a 
class when the other options fail. 


A few quotes by Jesus aré good ex- 
amples of how students can approach 
their learning experiences in the class- 
room. “Unless you change and become 
like a child, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heayen” (Matt. 18:3). Or 
again when Jesus said, “whoever finds 
their life, will lose it, and whoever 


loses their life for my sake eam it” 
(Matt. 10:39). 

farthest corners I called y 1. I said, 
‘You are my servant’; Ih e chosen 
you and have not So do 
not fear, for I am with do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my 

hand.” — Isaiah 41:9-10 For more 
stories about Melissa's time in Ghana, 
e-mail her at mhogeboom@redeemer. 
ca, or check out http;//melhogeboom. 
blogspot.com 
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DIVERSIONS 


THE CROWN. CA 
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Across 

1- Pillar 

5- Wimp 

9- Actress Anouk 

14- “The Time Machine” race 
15- Actor Estrada 

16- Stylish 

17- Denomination 

18- New Orleans is The Big _ 19- 
Feudal estate 

20- Capital of Estonia 

22- Divert 

23- Facial expression used by 
Elvis Presley 

24- Surmise 

28- Crimson 


34- Deficient in pigmentation; 38- 


Coal scuttle 

39- Consumer 

40- Post 

41- Christian festival 
43- Don of talk radio 
44- Russian fighter 

47- Thespians 

48- Magical incantation 
51- Olds model 

52- Extent 

57- Israeli desert 

61- Lee side 

63- _ there yet? 

64- Monogram Itr. 

66- Work like _ 

67- Type of sanctum; 
68- The sacred scriptures of 
Hinduism; 

69- Travel on; 70- Get to know; 
71- Farm females; 

72- 24 hour periods; 


Down 

l- Nuisances; 

2- New York city; 
3- Plinth; 


7ZLES PROVIDED BY BESTCROSSWORDS. 
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COM. USED WITH 


- Name; 
- “Pure Guava” band; 


- Bro’s counterpart; 

- What’s up; 

- Capital of Eritrea; 

10- Muslim elder and prayer- 
leader; 

11- Hindu lawgiver; 

12- Archer of myth; 

13- French 101 verb; 

21- One of Chekhov's “Three 
Sisters”; 

25- Slangy denial; 

26- To and _ 

27- Make beloved; 

29- Usual; 

30- Finely powdered earth; 
31- Analogy words; 

32- Not e’en once; 

33- Blows it; 

34- Capital city of Western 
Samoa; 

35- Leg or arm; 

36- Make indistinct; 

37- Ingrid’s “Casablanca” role; 
42- Without _ in the world; 
45- Chemical ending; 

46- Needlefish; 

49- Bat abode; 

50- Fireball; 

53- Give merit; 

54- Gymnast Comaneci; 
55- Sleazy; 

56- Borders; 

57- Arrest; 

58- Fish-eating eagle; 

59- Actress Rowlands; 

60- Large jug or pitcher; 
62- Greek letters; 

64- “_ had it!”; 65- Fresh; 
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DUPON ENTITLES YOU TO 


iif 


J a AHOT LINE 
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Discount coupon 


Doug Kloet 
Rob Brouwer 
Peter Boeringa 
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- Pertaining to a rare element; 


GLENDALE 


MOTOR S_ 


community car care 


10% OFF AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
FOR REDEEMER STUDENTS 


nn” 


Automotive Service ExpressLube TouchlessWash Coin Wash 


PROFE-SAYS 


“GOD FORGIVES OUR SINS AS FAR AS THE EAST IS FROM 
THE WEST, BUT GOOGLE ARCHIVES THEM FOREVER.” 
- DEREK SCHUURMAN 


“| NEED A COLD BEER, SO LETS GO HOME” 
ee - “ADAM BARKMAN 


“IMAGINE DOING LONG DIVISION WITH ROMAN NUMER- 


407 Wilson St. E., Ancaster, ON L9G 24 
905-648-4113 | glendalemotors.ca 


